THE 


BAPTIST MAGAZINE. 


SUPPLEMENT, 1836. 


MEMOIR OF THE LATE REV. JOSEPH IVIMEY.* 
(With a Portrait.) 


THs Rey. Joseph Ivimey was 
born at Ringwood, in Hampshire, 
May 22,1773. This town appears 
to have been, for a lengthened 
period, the residence of his ances- 
tors, concerning whom, however, 
little correct information can now 
beobtained. Hisimmediate parents, 
Charles and Sarah Ivimey, had a 
family of eight children, of whom 
Joseph was the eldest. It was the 
privilege of his father, in early life, 
to attend upon the evangelical in- 
structions of the Rev. Messrs. 
Crowle and Clayton, the former at 
that time exercising his ministry at 
Founders’ Hall, and the latter at 
the King’s Weigh-house. Though 
powerful impressions appear to have 
been made, in connexion with these 
advantages, yet, in the absence of 
that sacred influence which is essen- 
tial to a divine change, the salutary 
effects were of short duration, Cor- 
rupt appetites and unholy agsocia- 
tions so entirely gained the ascend- 
. ency, that their consequences were 

long and painfully experienced by 
every member of the family; and it 
was not until very late in life, as 


* Extracted from ‘‘ Memoir of the 
Life and Writings of the Rev. Joseph 
Ivimey, late Pastor of the Church in 
Eagle Street, London, and twenty years 
gratuitous Secretary to the Baptist Irish 
Society. By George Pritchard.’ We 
are happy also to add, that a memoir of 
the late Rev. Dr. Newmen; may 
shortly be expected from the same pen. 
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was afterwards seen, that this ap- 
peared to be an eminent instance 
in which “ the long-suffering of our 
Lord is salvation.” 

The counteracting influence of 
maternal care and tenderness, on 
the mind of the son during this 
period of trial, though unaccom- 
panied by any open profession of 
religion, seems to have been, in a 
high degree, beneficial. And but for 
this influence on the father, it is 
exceedingly probable, that his ex- 
pensive habits would not have per- 
mitted his son Joseph to have re- 
ceived even the elementary educa- 
tion supplied by an ordinary school 
at Ringwood ; for, at the age when 
youth commonly begin to perceive 
the desirableness of increased effort 
to atiain literary information, he 
was removed from the usual means 
of mental improvement; and, in 
connexion with his father, by trade 
a tailor, commenced learning his 
business, that, by early industry, 
he might contribute towards the 
support of a numerous family. 
Whatever of transient conyiction 
he experienced in this early stage 
of his history, especially in con- 
nexion with much that was truly 
excellent in the character and con- 
duct of his amiable mother, yet, 
being himself a stranger to the con- 
straining power of personal religion 
—more than destitute of the signal 
benefit frequently derived from the 
example of a pious father, and 
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possessing no other advantage, from 
public instruction, than what was 
obtained through the medium of an 
Arian ministry, it might well, in 
after life, become an occasion of 
devout admiration and thankful- 
ness, that the absence of more 
favourable circumstances was not 
suffered to induce the total rejection 
of revealed truth, and that the 
indulgence of youthful follies was 
never permitted to involve him in 
the commission of gross criminality. 

After having for some time 
received instruction from his father 
in his business, various domestic 
circumstances, whose detail it is 
unnecessary to record, occasioned 
his being placed under the care of 
a maternal uncle, residing in the 
same town; by whom he was 
assisted to attain a more perfect 
knowledge of his temporal calling. 
This change of residence brought 
him immediately under the superin- 
tendence and instruction of a pious 
aunt. Here it was his happiness, 
not only to listen te the inculcation 
of principles which had not been 
previously impressed upon his 
mind, but to witness, also, their 
influence on the temper and conduct 
of the excellent individual who 
thus benevolently urged them on 
his attention. Here, too, he was 
introduced to a religious assembly 
in which the distinguishing truths 
of Christianity were clearly sta- 
ted, and their practical tendency 
conscientiously maintained. He 
appears ever after to have retained 
a grateful recollection of the benefits 
he derived from the devout solici- 
tude of this Christian female on his 
behalf. 

After Mr. Ivimey had entered 
his eighteenth year, there appeared 
to be a very merciful movement 
upon the minds of several young 
persons in the town of Ringwood. 
They were almost simultaneously 
illuminated to discover their immi- 
nent peril as transgressors of the 
divine law, and they were assisted 
to seek deliverance where only it 
can be obtained. 

Two of his maternal aunts parti- 
cipated in similar spiritual benefits. 
They also were deeply concerned 
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to flee for refuge to the evangelical 
hope. In connexion with such cir- 
cumstances, who, but those that 
have passed through them, is able 
to estimate the privilege of a Chris- 
tian guide? These pious women 
appear to have been assisted, in 
the beginning of their spiritual con- 
flict, by the seasonable counsel and 
conversation of a Mr. Thomas 
Williams, who was subsequently 
engaged as an Independent minister 
at Bradford. In one of his inter- 
views with them, in the presence of 
their nephew, having conversed with 
them on the subjects which most 
deeply interested all their thoughts 
and affections, he turned to Mr. 
Ivimey, and impressively said, 
“Young man, do you know any 
thing of these things?” With an 
honest promptitude, by which his 
whole life was characterized, he 
unhesitatingly replied, to this serious 
and pointed inquiry, ““I know 
nothing at all about them.” But to 
“these things” he was to remain a 
stranger no longer. The arrow of 
conviction, thus graciously and un- 
erringly directed, at once penetrated 
his heart; and nought but the balm 
of Gilead, and the Physician there, 
could heal the wound. “Surely,” 
said he to himself, ‘* there is some- 
thing more in religion than I am 
acquainted with.” The first ray of 
heavenly light was sufficient to 
make the darkness of his spiritual 
condition manifest: he was aroused, 
distressed, and alarmed. Up to 
this point in his history, he had 
attained to no very distinct know- 
ledge as to the manner in which 
God exercises his love in the salva- 
tion of sinners; his benighted mind 
was not yet fortified with those 
evangelical principles which are 
essential to assuage the keen 
anguish arising from an impressive 
consciousness of moral pravity, or 
to resist the malignant assaults 
which, on such occasions, the adver- 
sary seldom fails to attempt, that 
he may induce despair. 

But the subject of this memoir 
was not suffered to remain very long 
without partialrelief. The first ray 
of heavenly light, which at this 
season penetrated his mental gloom, 


was derived from the following 
stanza :— 


“In the world of endless ruin, 
Tt shall never once be said, 
There’s a soul that perished suing 
For the Saviour’s:boasted aid.” 


The impression produced by the 
above lines was as the cpening of 
the door of hope in the valley of 
Achor. They did not elevate the 
mind of Mr. Ivimey to that degree 
of spiritual peace and Christian 
enjoyment which he subsequently 
possessed; but, in checking the 
influence of that despondency under 
which he was then labouring, they 
were highly beneficial. A more 
distinct and believing view of the 
glories of thecross was toadminister 
a fulness of spiritual joy not before 
experienced, and to induce that 
degree of Christian confidence which 
ordinarily precedes a course of 
obedient and vigorous exertion. 
The mystery of mercy, as mani- 
fested in eternal salvation by the 
mediation of the Son of God, 
was now presented, in its divine 
fulness and _ freeness, to _ his 
admiring and believing mind. 
Through the medium of a light 
which can never mislead, he dis- 
tinctly saw in the infinite bene- 
volence which originated that 
amazing expedient, an irrefutable 
answer to every objection arising 
from the deepest consciousness of 
innumerable offences; and effec- 
tual relief under the strongest 
conviction of merited perdition. 
For a short season, at least, fear 
and grief had taken their flight, 
leaving humble confidence and 
unutterable joy to exert their 
refreshing influence upon his re- 
newed spirit. 

At this period of his history, 
Mr. Ivimey formed a close inti- 
macy with two young men, who 
were members of a small Baptist 
church at Wimborn, in Dorsetshire. 
They both survive him; one of 
them sustaining the office of a Chris- 
tian minister, and the other that 
of a deacon, in a Baptist church. 
With these friends he frequently 
‘*took sweet counsel, and walked 
to the house of God in company,” 
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from Ringwood to Wimborn, a dis- 
tance of nearly nine miles. In their 
society, and especially in connexion 
with the ministry of their pastor, 
the Rev. John Miall, the subject of 
Christian baptism was brought 
under his consideration. Like the 
majority of persons, he had, up to 
this time, been content with the 
ceremony which had been imposed 
upon him when in unconscious 
infancy, without ever suspecting 
the validity of the service which 
had been performed, or the au- 
thority by which it had been en- 
forced. To examine for himself 
was ever a predominant feature in 
his character; and his attention 
being now directed to this particular 
inquiry, he soon discovered, on re- 
ferring to the New Testament, that, 
as there is but “‘ one faith,” so also 
there is but ‘‘ one baptism ;’—that 
both are personal and voluntary 
acts ;—and that, as the existence of 
the former is indispensable to ad- 
mission to the latter, the rite to 
which human authority had pre- 
viously subjected him could not be 
the baptism required by Jesus Christ 
and his apostles. 

In one of his visits to Wimborn, 
about eight months after he had 
been delivered from the dominion 
of spiritual darkness, he heard a 
discourse by the Rev.' William 
(now Dr.) Steadman, on the words 
of the Saviour, “Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, Except a corn of 
wheat fall into the ground and die, 
it abideth alone,” &c. He appears 
to have been so greatly encouraged 
openly to profess his faith in the 
Redeemer, and to follow the foot- 
steps of his flock, that, like the man 
in the house of the interpreter, whom 
Christian heard say, “Set my 
name down, Sir,” he could not for- 
bear presenting himself to the pastor 
of the church, at the close of the 
public worship, as a candidate for 
baptism and Christian communion. 

The house of one of the deacons 
of this church was situated on the 
bank of the river that flowed near 
the town, in which, on the 16th of 
September, 1790, the subject of this 
memoir was baptized, by the late 
Rev. John Saffery, cy, ae 
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pastor of the Baptist church at 
Salisbury, and between whom, until 
the death of the latter, a few years 
since, the most friendly intercourse 
was uniformly maintained. In con- 
scientiously regarding this Christian 
institution, he appears to have 
found, what multitudes have ex- 
perienced, that in keeping the divine 
commands “ there is great reward,” 
and, like the distinguished person 
mentioned in the Acts, to have 
gone “‘on his way rejoicing.” It 
may not be improper here to add, 
that the ordinance of believers’ 
baptism, as to its subject, mode, and 
necessity as a term of admission to 
church fellowship, has seldom, if 
ever, possessed a more zealous and 
consistent advocate. 

On the fourth of June, in the 
following year, Mr. Ivimey removed 
from Ringwood to Lymington, in 
the same county. He had just 
commenced his nineteenth year. 
On his arrival at Lymington, from 
his natural unreservedness, he soon 
became intimate with the Christian 
brethren, and especially with the 
Rev. James Barnett, who was pastor 
of the Baptist church there at that 
period, and who, though very much 
enfeebled by age and infirmities, 
still survives, and is a respected 
member of the church in Eagle- 
street, London. This worthy man, 
like another Aquila, appears to have 
had the honour of expounding to 
Mr. Ivimey ‘“‘ the way of God more 
perfectly.” His continuance at this 
place was not of long duration, yet 
it forms an important page in his 
history. Here his ardent attach- 
ment to evangelical truth became 
increasingly manifest,—here his re- 
ligious character and spiritual gifts 
began to be more fully devel- 
oped —and here, too, the zeal 
and benevolence of his dispo- 
sition were introduced to more 
vigorous exercise. He seems, in a 
very desirable degree, to have prac- 
tically exemplified the apostolic in- 
junction : “‘ Not slothful in business; 
ferventin spirit ; serving the Lord.” 

So gradual was the advance of 
Mr. Ivimey towards the ministerial 
oflice, that more than ten years 
appear to have elapsed between the 
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early indications of incipient talent, 
and its matured exercise in the 
onerous exertions of a devoted 
minister. At the meetings for social 
prayer at Lymington, he discovered 
a fervour, an enlargement, and a 
facility of expression, which, in 
young persons, have often been 
considered as favourable intimations 
of future usefulness. 

This visit to Lymington (for so 
it may be regarded, continuing as 
it did only a few months) seems to 
have been accompanied with much 
spiritual advantage and enjoyment. 
But Mr. Ivimey, with a view to 
improvement in his temporal calling, 
contemplated a journey to London, 
where he arrived in the month of 
April, 1793. The person into whose 
employ he was introduced being 
a member of the church then under 
the pastoral care of the late Rev. 
John Martin, of Keppel-street, he 
generally attended the ministry of 
the word, and communed at the 
Lord’s table in that connexion: oc- 
casionally hearing, with peculiar 
pleasure, the late Rev. Joseph Swain, 
of Walworth, who at that period 
preached a Lord’s-day evening lec- 
ture at Devonshire-square meeting- 
house, where he drew a very nu- 
merous audience, 


London, however, had no at- 
tractions for Mr. Ivimey; and 
after residing amidst its crowded 
population and commercial bustle 
for about four months, he returned 
to his native place. 


At what time he finally re- 
moved his residence from the re- 
tired town of Ringwood, to be- 
come an inhabitant for some years 
of the large and populous sea-port, 
Portsea, is not exactly known; but 
it is highly probable that this re- 
moval occurred in some part of the 
year 1794. In various important 
relations this event may be con- 
sidered as the commencement of a 
new and interesting era in his life. 
His residence at Portsea was 
distinguished by several interesting 
events. The first, to which par- 
ticular referenceis necessary,was his 
marriage to Miss Sarah Bramble, 
which occurred July 7, 1795. In 
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this pious and amiable female he 
obtained, what even in wedded life 
is not always found, a mind so con- 
genial with his own, as to afford the 
prospect of what was fully realized, 
a considerable measure of domestic 
harmony. The only children Mr. 
Ivimey had were in connexion with 
his first marriage—two sons and 
four daughters, of whom only one 
son and one daughter survive to 
mourn the severe loss they sustain 
by his lamented death. 

Family expenses beginning to 
accumulate, Mr. Ivimey applied 
himself with renewed diligence 
to his commercial engagements. 
Having at this time no other 
prospect of meeting the claims 
arising from a growing family, the 
whole energy of his character was 
Jaid under contribution in this 
direction; and, during the eight 
years that he was known in Portsea 
as a tradesman, he maintained an 
unblemished reputation. Integrity 
and uprightness preserved him. 
Respected and encouraged, he set 
an example, by patient and vigorous 
effort, of providing things honest in 
the sight of all men, worthy of uni- 
versal imitation. 

Divine Providence, however, de- 
signing this to be but a prefatory 
arrangement to exertions of a 
superior order and more absorbing 
interest, did not permit his mind to 
become so secularized by the en- 
ticements of commercial enterprise, 
as to diminish his attachment to the 
exercises of piety, or induce indiffer- 
ence to the cultivation of spiritual 
gifts. Yet, up to this time, what- 
ever degree of strength any desire 
to be occupied in the work of the 
ministry might have acquired, he 
seems to have sedulously concealed 
its operation, until the senior pastor 
of the church at Portsea, of which 
he was a member, perceiving, as 
others had perceived, that he 
possessed talent which to a certain 
extent ought to be made available, 
without further delay encouraged 
him to commence village preaching. 

The village of Denmead, in the 
forest of Bere, distant about ten 
miles from Portsea, must have been 
peculiarly interesting to the recol- 
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lection of Mr. Ivimey, as the 
original scene of his itinerant exer- 
tions. Early in the year 1808, 
when he had nearly completed the 
thirtieth year of his age, the church 
to whose communion he was united 
conferred upon him the public re- 
cognition of a Christian minister. 
For some time his services were 
divided among the churches at 
Lymington, Romsey, Southampton, 
and certain stations at the back of 
the Isle of Wight. But towards 
the autumn of this year, application 
being made to the Rev. Daniel 
Miall from the church at Walling- 
ford, Berkshire, of which the Rev. 
Mr. Lovegrove was then the pastor, 
for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether in the church at Portsea 
there was a young minister who 
might be suitable as his coadjutor, 
and to labour in the surrounding 
villages, Mr. Ivimey was strongly 
recommended by his pastor, as 
possessing the essential requisites 
for such a situation. In the month 
of September, 1803, with his wife 
and two children, he removed from 
Portsea to Wallingford. 

When Mr. Ivimey had been a 
short time at Wallingford, he made 
certain discoveries which led him to 
conclude that his continuance there 
for any lengthened period was more 
than questionable. The proposed 
remuneration, also, he found to be 
quite unequal to meet the claims of 
his temporal necessities. About 
this time the church in Eagle-street, 
London, became destitute, by the 
resignation of their pastor, the Rev. 
William Smith; and Mr. Ivimey 
having been recommended to their 
attention, they sent him a request to 
pay them avisit. To this invitation 
he returned an answer in the nega- 
tive, but not in such unqualified 
terms as to preclude a second 
application, Accordingly another 
letter was sent from Eagle-street, 
soliciting him to preach there three 
Lord’s-days in the month of April. 
To this request, after mature deli- 
beration, he assented, and, at the 
expiration of the time, returned to 
Wallingford; probably with little 
expectation, and even less desire, to 
repeat the visit. But the event was 
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intended to present another illustra- 
tion of the memorable words, “ My 
thoughts are not your thoughts ; 
neither are your ways my ways, 
saith the Lord.”’ Very soon after 
his return he was followed by a 
letter, dated May 22, 1804, inviting 
him to enter upon a probationary 
period of service, with a view to 
settlement as the pastor of the 
church in Eagle-street,’ which finally 
he concluded it was his duty to 
accept. 

The day selected for his ordina- 
tion was the 16th of January, 1805: 
on which occasion the Rev. Messrs. 
Shenston, Upton, Miall, Dore, 
Martin, Groser, and Gray, were 
severally engaged; all of whom, 
with the exception of the Rev. 
William Gray, now of Northamp- 
ton, have since rested from their 
labours. The first year of his resi- 
dence in London appears to have 
been distinguished’ by an unusual 
measure of success and enjoyment. 
And it is deserving of particular 
attention, that the hope he expressed 
that he might be sustained during 
life in the exercise of his ministry, 
and conclude it at Eagle-street, 
has been most graciously fulfilled. 

In the early part of the year 1807, 
Mr. Ivimey was bereayed of his 
beloved companion, Under the 
first impulses of his grief he refused 
to be comforted. Though naturally 
sanguine as to the future, he appears 
to have considered his loss to be 
irreparable; but the arrangements 
of a gracious Providence on his 
behalf, in this season of extremity, 
became the more conspicuous, 
and their development excited in 
him the strongest emotions of 
admiring and devout thankfulness. 
In his retrospect of the past 
he thus writes: “Never shall 
I forget with what a heavy 
heart I began the last year: 
still, I remember my affliction and 
my misery, the wormwood and the 
gall; my soul hath them still in 
remembrance, and is humbled in 
me. Through the first six months 
I laboured under an inexpressible 
degree of depression; my heart 
was almost broken; every thing 
appeared to make against me; and 
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I said, ‘I shall no more see good in 
the land of the living.’ I now see 
this was my infirmity, and have 
learned by experience what great 
blessings the Lord had in store for 
me. He has put off my mourning, 
and girded me with gladness. He 
has had pity on me, and given me 
one of the best of women as a wife. 
What a mercy for me,—and for my 
children,—and for the church!” 

The original name of the excellent 
female to whom Mr. Ivimey was 
now so happily united, was Anne 
Spence. At the age of sixteen she 
was baptized and admitted to the 
communion of the church at Port- 
sea, by which Mr. Ivimey was 
encouraged to devote himself to the 
ministry. She became the wife of 
Mr. Price, a deacon of the same 
church, whose death occurring in 
the year 1794, she was left a widow 
with three children; in which state 
she continued till her marriage with 
the subject of this memoir, January 
7, 1808. 

The efforts of Mr. Ivimey, as an 
author, commenced about this 
period ; in which character he sub- 
sequently appeared before the pub- 
lic with a frequency, it may be 
presumed, altogether unanticipated 
by himself. 

For the titles of these multi- 
plied productions of his pen (books 
and pamphlets extending probably 
to twenty), and the history of the 
circumstances which induced their 
publication, we must refer to the 
extended memoir from which 
this rapid sketch has been ex- 
tracted. 


The preface to Mr. Ivimey’s first 
volume of ‘‘The History of the 
English Baptists” is dated January 
ist, 1811,in which he says, ‘‘ The 
subsequent history is an attempt to 
prove that the English Baptists held 
the genuine principles of the Re- 
formation, and pursued them to 
their legitimate consequences: be- 
lieving that the Bible alone con- 
tains the religion of Protestants, 
they rejected every thing in the 
worship of God which was not found 
in the sacred oracles,” 
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The preface to his second vol- 
ume is dated the 19th of April, 
1814; that to the third, Dec. 10, 
1822; and the preface to the 
fourth and last volume is dated 
April 30, 1830. In the review of 
his labours, with characteristic 
simplicity, he observes :-— 


character, he was a warm friend 
and zealous advocate of missionary 
enterprise. It was not, however, 
until 1812, that he was admiitted 
to any share in the management 
of the Baptist Missionary Society ; 
from which period, to the close of his 
days, he contributed essentially to 
assist its various deliberations and 
strengthen its benevolent efforts. 
His personal friendship with its 
late eminent and devoted secretary, 
the Rev. Andrew Fuller, to whom 
his references were remarkable, 
both for their frequency and their 
uniform respect, appears to have 
been a source of peculiar advantage 
and satisfaction to him. Indeed, 
in the elements of their character 
there was a striking resemblance ; 
which connected with the similarity, _ 
in many respects, of their sentiments 
and pursuits, may sufficiently ac- 
count for the attachment which 
existed, and those expressions of 
mutual regard by which it was 
manifested. 


The Baptist Trish Society, which 
was instituted in the year 1814, 
opened a new sphere for the exer- 
cise of Christian philanthropy and 
benevolence; and, as is well 
known to all acquainted with its 
history, drew largely on the ener- 
gies, and deeply interested the 
feelings, of our departed brother. 


From its commencement its ope- 
rations derived, under God, no 
inconsiderable share of their use- 
fulness from the energy and per- 
severance of its valuable secretary. 
All the leisure that he could abstract 
from paramount duties was cheer- 
fully devoted to its interests ; and 
for many years, comparatively 
unaided, he gratuitously laboured 
in its service, animating its agents, 
directing its movements, and con- 
ducting its correspondence. He 
had the high gratification of per- 
ceiving that this portion of his 
labour was not in vain in the Lord 
—that the cause in which he had so 
generously embarked was coun- 
tenanced and supported even beyond 
his expectations, and that from year 
to year it was diffusing its benefi- 


“It is now upwards of twenty 
years since the author commenced 
the compilation of this work. The 
materials have been collected 
from a variety of sources, and 
nothing has been withheld which 
he considered important to give 
a correct and full History ef the 
English Baptists. He has neither 
disguised nor exaggerated, but 
has related facts as he found 
them. He looks back, without 
regret, on the labour and expense 
which its compilation has cost him, 
as a small tribute of respect which 
he owes to a body of Christians 
from whom he has received a degree 
of respect beyond his expectations, 
and support equal to his necessities 
and wishes. 

‘“* And now, in the prospect of the 
final account which he must soon 
render, while he is conscious of 
many imperfections in these Four 
Volumes of Baptist History, he 
declares with great sincerity, “he 
has not written a line which he 
wishes to blot;’ and, therefore, 
hoping it may, probably after he 
has been called to his rest, serve the 
cause of God and truth, in this and 
in future generations, he consecrates 
it, solemnly and devoutly, to the 
blessing of his God and Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, adopting, he 
humbly trusts without mistake or 
vanity, the language of Paul, 
‘ Whose I am, and whom'T serve.” 


Mr. Ivimey was among the most 
early and constant contributors to 
this monthly periodical; and, some 
time after its management was 
transferred to London, he became 
one of its editors, and so continued 
until the termination of his life. 

Every one at all acquainted with 
the subject of this memoir would 
conclude, 4 priori, that, from the 
commencement of his religious 
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cent influence upon multitudes of 
the Irish population. For many 
years the laborious efforts of Mr. 
iiintiy were unassisted; but his 
health becoming much impaired, 
and the demands upon his energies 
in various directions exceedingly 
numerous, he solicited one of his 
ministering brethren to become a 
coadjutor with him in the secretary- 
ship of the Society, and the result 
of this application appears in the 
report read at the annual meeting, 
1823. He alludes to it in the fol- 
lowing manner: ‘‘ The committee 
report, for the information of the 
Society, that, owing to the long and 
serious indisposition of their secre- 
tary, and his inability, without 
neglecting other and paramount 
duties, to conduct the business of 
the institution, he requested them 
to invite the Rev. George Pritchard 
to consent to be nominated to the 
office of joint secretary. They are 
happy to add that this invitation, 
which was affectionately and unani- 
mously given, has been as promptly 
and cheerfully accepted.” 

January 22nd, 1829, it pleased 
Divine Providence again to bring 
Mr. Ivimey into the deepest afflic- 
tion, by the death of his beloved 
wife, in the 6lst year of her age, 
with whom, in the enjoyment of 
much conjugal harmony, he had 
lived more than twenty years. The 
anguish of his mind consequent 
upon this domestic calamity, which 
came upon him rather suddenly, 
was almost overpowering. He had 
lost one in whom he could safely 
trust, and whose life, from the day 
of their union, had been devoted to 
promote his comfort and usefulness, 
both in his private and his public 
character. Dr. Cox, of Hackney, 
and the Rev. Thomas Griffin, then 
of Prescott-street, London, were 
engaged in the funeral service, 
which was published ; and to which 
Mr. Ivimey appended a “ Brief 
Memoir” of the deceased, where 
every thing is said that the strongest 
affection may be supposed to suggest. 
The health and spirits of our afflicted 
brother, through the whole of this 
year, were too much disturbed to 
admit of his being regularly en- 
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gaged in his ordinary pursuits, 
either public or private. Retire- 
ment, and visiting several friends in 
different ‘parts of the country, 
occupied the principal portion of 
his time. Gradually, however, he 
recovered from the severe shock he 
had been called to sustain, and was 
seen proceeding again in the accus- 
tomed track of his laborious duties. 

Mr. Ivimey was evidently formed 
for social rather than solitary life ; 
having, therefore, been providen- 
tially conducted to a suitable asso- 
ciate, there could be no motive for 
deferring jthe union beyond the 
period which mutual convenience 
might suggest. Accordingly Mr. 
Ivimey was married to Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Gratwick, September 21, 1830. 
How kindly was it then con- 
cealed from both, that, within little 
more than three years and a half, 
another separation would take 
place, leaving the bereaved widow 
to mourn the comparatively ‘early 
departure of her beloved husband ! 
Did not delicacy prohibit enlarged 
encomiums upon the living, it would 
be gratifying to expatiate on the 
happiness Mr. Ivimey derived from 
this connexion during its continu- 
ance, the solace he experienced from 
the unwearied attention he thus re- 
ceived when nature was gradually 
sinking into the grave, and the 
affectionate veneration with which 
his memory continues to be che- 
rished. 

In the early part of the year 1833, 
Mr. Ivimey became painfully con- 
scious that ‘“‘his natural force ” 
was rapidly abating. Many cir- 
cumstances had concurred to draw 
extensively upon his physical ener- 
gies, among which the  excite- 
ment he experienced on the ques- 
tion of slavery abolition, which 
was now approaching a triumphant 
decision, had no inconsiderable 
share. He was unable to attend 
the July meeting of the committee 
ofthe Baptist Irish Society. Though 
exceedingly unwell, he was present 
at that meeting in the jfollowing 
month; but it was for the last 
time! Under these circumstances, 
it could not be surprising, however 
painful, that he should determine to 
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resign his official connexion with 
the society. This he accordingly 
did in a letter to his coadjutor dated 
October 3, 1833. 

“It was always a settled principle 
with me, that when my duties as 
secretary of the Irish Society inter- 
fered with those of pastor of the 
church, I should resign. That time 
is now come, as I am not able to 
attend even the monthly meetings af 
the committee. The small remains 
of my strength I must devote ex- 
clusively to the church, especially 
as my obligation to serve it has 
been lately increased.” 

In consequence of Mr. Ivimey’s 
resignation, a meeting of the Com- 
mittee of the Baptist Irish Society 
was specially convened on the 
eighth of October, when, it being 
considered that to request the con- 
tinuance of his services would not 
only be entirely useless, but might 
even have the appearance of un- 
kindness, an appropriate and affec- 
tionate resolution was unanimously 
adopted. Subsequently, the Com- 
mittee, anxious to testify their sin- 
cere regard for their late Secretary, 
by a deputation of eleven of their 
number, visited him at his resi- 
dence, and presented him witha copy 
of the resolution, accompanied with 
expressions of affectionate sym- 
pathy. With this interview with 
those among whom he had so fre- 
quently sat in deliberation to. pro- 
mote the welfare of Ireland, he 
appeared much gratified. As to the 
services he had rendered to the 
Society, he expressed himself with 
great tenderness and humility, 
which, added to the appearance of 
his attenuated person and the sound 
of his tremulous voice, considerably 
affected all who were present on the 
occasion. 

A short time previously, the 
church in Eagle-street had, with 
exemplary unanimity, invited Mr. 
Overbury to become the permanent 
assistant of their esteemed and 
honoured pastor. The invitation 
having been accepted, Mr. Ivimey 
addressed an affectionate and im- 
pressive discourse to the church, 
founded on 1 Cor. xvi. 10: ‘‘ Now 
if Timothets come, see that he may 
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be with you without fear: for he 
worketh the work of the Lord, as I 
also do.” To this connexion he 
often referred, with peculiar satis- 
faction, during the residue of his 
few remaining days. 

His health was now so impaired, 
and his strength so prostrated, that 
every additional exertion occasioned 
him an expense of physical energy 
which he could scarcely sustain. 
Yet, so intense was his desire to 
secure the erection of the ‘“‘ Monu- 
ment to commemorate the abolition 
of Colonial Slavery,” before he left 
the world, that, collecting the fall- 
ing fragments of himself, as for a 
final effort of benevolent zeal, he 
closely applied himself to the con- 
sideration, and, as far as he possibly 
could, to the execution of such 
measnres as appeared to him best 
adapted to accomplish the object 
which now almost exclusively en- 
grossed his attention. His mental 
fortitude rendered him superior 
to his physical debility. When 
the time arrived, therefore, after 
a religions service, which was con- 
ducted in the meeting-house, a 
considerable number of persons as- 
sembied round the spot where the 
first stone was to be laid, to whom 
Mr, Ivimey delivered a short ad- 
dress. After this service he re- 
turned home in a state of complete 
exhaustion, and sought relief in 
retirement and repose. 

The closing scene was now com- 
mencing ; it was solemnly impressive 
and interesting, and extending 
through a period longer than was 
expected, afforded to those who 
were privileged to witness it, many 
opportunities of perceiving the sup- 
porting and animating influence of 
Christian principles in the dying 
hour. From this time, with now and 
then an interval of partial revival, 
he gradually became weaker and 
weaker, until Saturday, February 
8th, 1834, when, in the peace and 
hope of the gospel he had success- 
fully preached, he entered the hea- 
venly rest. * 


* For an account of the faithful 
testimony which our ésteemed brother was 
enabled to bear to the all-sustaining effi- 
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Having already occupied more 
space than is usually allotted to 
this department of our work, we 
cannot now enter into any ana- 
lysis of the character of our 
departed brother, but must close 


cacy of divine grace, in his last affliction; 
and also for a statement of the funeral 
solemnities which accompanied his mor- 
tal remains to their long home, the 
reader is referred to the twenty-sixth 
volume of this periodical, Number for 
March, 1834, p. 122—125 ; and for a still 
more extended report, to the ampler 
pages of the work to which we are 
indebted for the present memorial. 
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this imperfect sketch of a life 
unusually eventful, supplymg nu- 
merous instances of moral enter- 
prize and mental energy, bene- 
volence of purpose, ardency of feel- 
ing, promptitude and perseverance 
in action, the benefits of which 
may extend to distant genera- 
tions,* and the fragrancy of which 
shall ever prove grateful to the 
affectionate recollections of his 
family and friends. 

Against the eastern wall of the 
boys’ school is placed a marble 
tablet, inscribed as follows : 


THIS TABLET 
IS ERECTED TO PERPETUATE THE MEMORY UF 


THE REV JOSEPH IVIMEY 


WHO WAS ORDAINED PASTOR OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH 
IN EAGLE STREET 
16 JANUARY 1803 AND DIED 8 FEBRUARY 1834 
AGED 60 YEARS 
THE INTELLECTUAL POWER MORAL COURAGE 
AND PHYSICAL AND MENTAL ENERGY 
OF THE MAN 
AND THE DEEP PIETY 
DISINTERESTED BENEVOLENCE AND ARDENT ZEAL 
OF THE CHRISTIAN 
RENDERED HIM EMINENT 
AS A PREACHER AN AUTHOR AND A PHILANTHROPIST 
THE LAST PUBLIC ACT OF HIS LIFE WAS THE 
FOUNDING THIS EDIFICE 
INTENDED ALIKE TO PROMOTE THE INTERESTS OF 
THE EAGLE STREET SUNDAY SCHOOL 
(WHICH COMMENCED UNDER HIS AUSPICES IN 1808) 
TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE COMFORT OF THE AGED POOR 
AND TO CELEBRATE 


THE ABOLITION OF COLONIAL SLAVERY 
(HE was BURIED IN BUNHILL FIELDS 15 FEBRUARY 1834) 


* The following societies, supported by the church and congregation at Eagle 
Street, were all established (with the exception of the first) after Mr. Ivimey com- 
mcntgy his ministry amoug them. 1. Compassionate Society for relieving the 
ue 2. “ee Muepignery Society for India and Ireland. 3. Sunday School. 

- Voreas society, 5. Penny Fund, for assisting the poor of th gregation, 
ae ond y g poor of the congregation 


7. Sunday School Library. 8. Provident Fund, purchasi 
the freehold of the iecite tones f BR pee 
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COMMUNION WITH SLAVEHOLDERS. 


Dear Sir, 

Ir is a matter of great surprise 
to me that among Baptists, pro- 
fessed adherents to the Scripture 
in all questions affecting the or- 
der of God’s house, the question, 
as to the lawfulness of com- 
munion with slaveholders, should 
have arisen; and surprising too, 
that amid all the discussion of 
the question which I have heard 
and seen, scarcely any notice has 
been taken of the Scripture on 
this subject: nay, so determined 
are some to settle the question 
their own way, that an appeal to 
the Scriptures is spurned as un- 
necessary ! and one violent dis- 
putant candidly confessed, that 
he had never consulted the Scrip- 
tures on the question—presuming 
that every one ought to see, as 
with a sun-beam, the matter as it 
appeared to him! I do not mean, 
however, to examine the whole 
Scripture evidence, but refer you 
to one passage in | Tim. vi. 1—5 
as decisive on the point: ‘ Let 
as Many servants as are under 
the yoke count their own masters 
worthy of all honour, that the 
name of God and his doctrine 
be not blasphemed. And they 
that have believing masters, let 
them not despise them, because 
they are brethren, but rather do 
them service, because they are 
faithful and beloved partakers of 
the benefit. These things teach 
and exhort.” Then the apostle 


goes on to dissuade from attending 
to the advice of those who argued 
from pride or gain; applicable 
to those who confound the ques- 
tion of civil and religious liberty, 
as if they were on the same 
footing. Slavery is a political 
question in its abstract nature, 
though its cursed fruits involve - 
numerous moral considerations ; 
but my design now is simply to 
affirm that, according to the 
above passage, there were slave- 
holders in the Christian church 
in primitive times; and such 
were to be esteemed and looked 
upon as brethren, faithful and 
beloved partakers of the benefit 
of redemption. If this position 
be correct, and I should like to 
see it disproved, where is the 
ground for excommunicating per- 
sons whose only crime is that 
they hold the same situation as 
these “ believing masters” did ? 

I have no time to write more. 
You may make what use you 
please of this. Many other pas- 
sages may be brought in confir- 
mation of the above statement ; 
but I observe among us a fear to 
come to Scripture, lest one should 
be thought the upholders of slav- 
ery. Slavery I abhor as a po- 
litical evil; but with the Bible in 
my hand, cannot regard it as 
abstractedly sinful. 


Yours, constantly, 
CHRISTIANUS. 


BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS PRIESTS OF GOD. 


In The Pulpit for Oct. 20th, 
1836, No. 734, it is stated, that 
the collections at St. Bride's, 
Fleet Street, for the erection of 


new churches amounted on Oct. 
16th, to £267 17s. 4d. In the 
parish of Islington £2,000 has 
already been raised for the erec- 
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tion of three other churches 
there. And that the amount at 


present subscribed towards the 
Metropolitan Churches’ Fund is 
not less than £90,000. 

I greatly rejoice in this appeal 
to the voluntary principle, and 
hope that it will have a beneficial 
influence in many ways. Such 
responses of Christian generosity 
will at least remove the occasion 
for those complaints which have 
been brought against a source of 
supply so exceedingly productive. 
A more convincing method could 
scarcely be used by which to 
shame and subdue the advocates 
for compulsion; and, when the 
churches have been erected, it is 
hoped that the people will claim 
their freedom in electing their 
ministers, and voluntarily raise 
the funds for their support. 

In the sermon preached for 
this object at St. Bride’s, by the 
Rev. H. Melvill, B.D., the follow- 
ing passage occurs: “I entered 
the church when my parents and 
sponsors brought me to the priest, 
and he baptized me in the name 
of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost; and I have never 
been made more actually a mem- 
ber of the Christian church than 
Iwasthen. And though ordina- 
tion, with its mysterious sacred- 
ness, gave me special duties to 
perform in the church, on which, 
otherwise, I could not have en- 
tered, yet it did not, it could not, 
engraft me more thoroughly into 
the church, nor give me a stronger 
fellowship than I already pos- 
sessed. It follows, therefore, that 
every one of you (if he have duly 
received Christian baptism) is as 
actually a member of the church 
as myself, who have been ap- 
pointed to minister in holy things. 
I am indeed a minister of the 
church, but not on that account 
more a member of the church 
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than any of those among whom 
I officiate.” 

On this principle he proceeds 
to show, that every baptized man 
is a royal priest; that every pa- 
rish of baptized men is to the 
surrounding world a community 
of priests; and every baptized 
nation is to surrounding nations 
what the ordained priest is to the 
church. The private member 
has received the ‘‘ ordination of 
baptism ;” the public minister has 
received the “‘ ordination of lay- 
img on of hands.” The private 
Christian is, therefore, bound to 
become a priest to the world, as 
much as the ordained minister is 
bound to become a priest to the 
church. And finally, when duty 
has been neglected in either case, 
the sin to be censured is, that 
“‘perjured infidelity,” which only 
consecrated men are able to per- 
petrate. 

This reasoning agrees in its 
method and phraseology with 
that which we find in the apos- 
tolical epistles : and Mr. Melvill 
has founded on it the strong ap- 
peal made to his congregation for 
aid in erecting a new church, in 
which, what he calls ‘‘ the half 
heathen population of that parish 
might be instructed.’ But who 
are the persons which form this 
‘* half-heathen population?’ The 
answer is: That mighty mass of 
baptized “ profligates,” &c., who 
he had before said were as fully 
and as really brought into the 
church as he himself had been. 
The words are very distinct: “J 
entered the church when my pa- 
rents and sponsors brought me to 
the priest, and he baptized me in 
the name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost ; and I have 
never been made more actually a 
member of the Christian church 
than I was then,’ This is the 
ordination of baptism which most 
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of those “ profligate ” thousands 
had also received, and with the 
same solemnity. 

The reasoning of Mr. Melvill 
in the mouth of an apostle was 
consistent, because the case be- 
fore him admitted of a clear and 
just application. Every man who 
was baptized into the apostolical 
churches confessed his sins, and 
gave proof of his regeneration. 
Hence, by virtue of his own pro- 
fession, he either became exalted 
as a priest, or censurable for 
hypocrisy; and, when the latter 
was proved in any case, exclu- 
sion followed; and, therefore, 
Peter could say to these churches, 
“Ye are a royal priesthood.” 
But this could not be said re- 
specting the profligate parish- 
ioners of St. Bride’s. Whatever 
their other sins, they would not 
plead guilty to this dreadful 
charge. They never claimed the 
credit of converted men; and, 
therefore, could never be con- 
demned for having forsaken the 
the duty of converted men with 
“ perjured infidelity.” 

To distinguish between a con- 
vert and a baptized man in any 
other way than by proving the 
unbaptized convert disobedient, or 
the baptized man to be an hypocrite 
or an apostate, is to reduce the 
whole reasoning of Scripture to 
absurdity. This misfortune at- 
tends the appeal made in this 
sermon wherever a profession of 
repentance has not been made. 
Mr. Melvill seems to feel this 
‘himself, when he says: “ Let a 
parish of nominal Christians be 
converted into a parish of real 
Christians,” &c. ; yea, when this 
is done, we shall have a ‘‘parish 
of priests ;”’ and then, it may be 
added, will his appeals become 
dreadful through their consis- 
tency. 

I have often endeavoured, but 
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without success, to ascertain what 
the real effect ordinarily is upon 
the minds of illiterate sponsors 
and parents, when they hear the 
priest of God offering to-day a 
solemn thanksgiving, because the 
Lord has graciously regenerated 
the infant, and made it an inheritor 
of the kingdom of heaven ; whilst 
the very same priest will in a 
short time urge, both on them 
and on it, the absolute necessity 
of its being born again. Sucha 
contrast between the language 
used in special prayer, and that 
employed in daily teaching, must 
be universally most pernicious. 
Mr. Melvill asks : ‘* What, then, 
is it, but the avarice, the pride, 
and the voluptuousness, which 
we find amongst the members of 
the Christian community, that 
interferes with the administration 
of that community to the tribes 
that are sitting in darkness?” I. 
answer, that, in addition to this 
very grievous obstruction, there 
is another which originates in the 
unauthorized extension of divine 
ordinances beyond the range of 
what is believed to be real piety. 
This obliterates all distinction be- 
tween the church and the world, 
obscures every inducement to 
repentance, and diminishes the 
force of every appeal to the heart 
by rendering it incompatible with 
the sentiments uttered before God 
by his own minister, when em- 
ployed in a most solemn act of 
devotion. 

Without adding more on this 
solemn thought, I will just quote 
one sentence from the Christian 
Observer for Nov., 1834: “1 
must really confess, dear Mr. 
Editor, that I have no hopes that 
any attempts, individual or col- 
lective, ecclesiastical or civil, to 
reform the present state of our 
church effectually, whether in 
doctrine or discipline, will be at- 
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tended with success, so long as 
so much uncertainty exists among 
churchmen as to the principles 
on which our church, and every 
sister church of the reformation, 
seems to be built—salvation by 
promise—of which the sacrament 
of baptism, received by faith in 
that promise, is the initial sign, 
pledge, seal, and means, &c., &c. 
Creating and ‘maintaining those 
baptismal sympathies by which 
each parish should be connected 
in one Christian communion, &c. 

The following is from Knox, 
the reformer, and shows that this 
matter has been regarded with 
solemnity in former days ; whilst 
the position of Mr. Melvill when 
delivering the above discourse, 
affords a most powerful illustra- 
tion of it: “For like as the wis- 
dom of the most wise earthly 
man in God’s presence is nothing 
but foolishness, so are the ordi- 
nances of God in man’s pre- 
sence; so naked and so bare, 
that man always thinketh he can 
devise a more perfect honouring 
of God, than that which himself 
has commanded: witness the Is- 
raelites in the desert; the ten 
tribes under Jeroboam; the Pha- 
risees and the rest of the sects in 
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Christ’s time; and the Papists 
before and in our own time. For 
let any of them be demanded: 
How know ye that these your 
works, rules, and ceremonies, 
please God; seeing ye have not 
his commandment to do the 
same? Straight they shall an- 
swer: They are laudable, they 
are honest, they are decent, they 
have good signification, they 
pleased our fathers ; and the most 
part of the world use the same. 
And thus, the corrupt children 
follow the footsteps of their fore- 
fathers into idolatry.” 

No pleasure should be enter- 
tained in looking on the embar- 
rassing condition of our fellow- 
Christians; butthese passages may 
form a just ground of appeal to all 
parties who contend for such 
versions of Scripture, and such 
practices in the church, as ob- 
scure this great duty of personal 
repentance; whether it would not 
be far more wise, and every 


_way more useful, to change the 


course; and give to truth its 
full influence in rectifying affairs 
which have been so fatally wrong, 
and for so many ages. 

C. Srovet. 
Nov. 1, 1836. 


RELIGION IN WALES. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Mr. Eprror, 

Having seen a letter in your 
Magazine for October, signed 
S. N. N.,in which some severe re- 
flections are made upon the state 
of religion in Wales, and some 
unfavourable allusions to the state 
of things in the county of Gla- 
morgan, I think it my duty to 
send you the following statement, 
and hope that you will insert it in 
your next number. 


From the said letter having ap- 
peared in the ‘Baptist Maga- 
zine,” I am led to think, that the 
writer tefers, either in whole or in 
part, to the churches of that de- 
nomination; in which opinion I 
am confirmed by his referring to 
a resolution which was passed at 
a quarterly meeting, in conse- 
quence of remarks which had pre- 
viously appeared in your Maga- 
zine, in reference to the circular 
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letter of the Baptist Association 
in the county of Monmouth. 
What [ shall communicate, there- 
fore, at this time, relates exclu- 
sively to Baptist churches, and 
those churches situated in the 
county of Glamorgan. I wish it 
to be understood, that I am not 
writing at the request of any 
meeting ; neither do I hold any 
office in our association but that 
of a Christian minister, and that 
not of a Welsh church; but my 
acquaintance with the Welsh 
churches in this county is such as 
may enable me to put you in 
possession of some facts, which do 
not appear to have attracted the 
attention of your correspondent. 
It is now full thirty years since 
my connexion with the Baptist 
churches in this county com- 
menced. At that time we had 
thirteen churches, one of them 
newly formed, consisting of six 
members; several of them very 
small, and three of them without 
places of worship. Though I 
cannot be positive as to the exact 
number of communicants in them 
all, yet I feel satisfied that they 
did not exceed seven hundred. 
At the present time, the churches 
which constitute our association 
are thirty four; the chapels 
which they occupy are forty ; and 
the number of communicants are 
three thousand, five hundred, and 
eleven, according to the last cir- 
cular letter. There are three 
other churches, which are formed 
on the free communion plan, and, 
as such, not united to the Associ- 
ation. All the chapels belonging 
to our denomination in this coun- 
ty, with the exception of six, have 
been built, rebuilt, or greatly en- 
larged, within the last twenty 
years. The expense incurred by 
building has been very great; I 
think, including the free-commu- 
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nion chapels, and taking into the 
account the debt existing at the 
time to which I refer, that it has 
exceeded £18,000 ; exclusive of 
them, it amounted to more than 
£14,000. I have not, however, 
at my ccmmand, the means to as- 
certain this with exactness; but I 
believe my statement to be nearly 
correct. The debt incurred has 
pressed heavily upon our re- 
sources, and the interest itself 
proved a burden which some of 
the churches were scarcely able 
to sustain. We have received 
considerable assistance from our 
fellow-Christians in different parts 
to reduce it; for which we feel 
thankful to them, and to Him who 
hath disposed them to contribute 
their aid. But the churches in 
this county, exclusive of paying 
the interest, have contributed 
from four to five hundred per an- 
num towards the payment of this 
debt for several years. I have 
documents before me which prove 
that they did collect £500 in the 
year 1833, £460 in 1834, £448 
in 1835, and £1910 6s. 11d. in 
1836. These contributions relate 
exclusively to the associated 
churches; and their remaming 
debt amounts to £2179 10s. 63d. 

To some this, perhaps, may ap- 
pear but a small effort; and, not 
knowing the limited nature of our 
resources, they may still charge 
us with the want of Christian ex- 
ertion. But, let such allow one 
to speak who knows the state of 
the churches as to pecuniary re- 
sources better than a stranger can, 
who comes in contact with but few 
individuals, and those generally 
the most affluent that belong to 
our community. Thetruth, then, 
is this; we have many indivi- 
duals in our communion who are 
in respectable circumstances, but 
very few who are affluent. Our 
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churches in towns consist princi- 
pally of mechanics and labourers, 
and some few persons engaged in 
trade; those in the country are 
composed of farmers and labour- 
ers; and those in the mining dis- 
tricts, of miners, colliers, and 
others, who are employed in the 
iron works. The greater part of 
these have difficulties to encoun- 
ter in providing means of subsist- 
ence for their families; and, if 
they contribute a shilling for the 
support of religion, it is frequently 
the very last in their possession. 
Your correspondent is but im- 
perfectly acquainted with our 
churches, and seems to have 
formed his estimate of their state 
from the circumstances of those 
few with which he himself has 
had occasion to associate. 

As to the charge which S. N.N. 
urges against us on account of 
not contributing more liberally 
towards the support-of public in- 
stitutions, I readily acknowledge 
that this has been to me a matter 
of great regret; but, permit me 
to say, that there has appeared 
within the last few years a consi- 
derable improvement in this res- 
pect, at least in this county. In 
the year 1834, the contributions 
towards the Baptist ‘mission in 
Glamorgan amounted to £115 2s, 
2d; in 1835, to something above 
that sum; and, if I am not mis- 
taken, the present year has pro- 
duced more than either of the 
former. Now, when you take 
our circumstances into considera- 
tion, perhaps you will find reason 
to think that we have contributed 
according to our power, equal to 
some of those whose praise for 
liberality is in all the churches. 
Besides this, allow me to mention, 
that some of us have continued 
our contributions until the present 
year towards the Serampore Mis- 
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sion, and that a missionary effort 
has been commenced two years 
ago in Brittany, a department of 
France; which, though under the 
direction of the Baptist Continen- 
tal Society, has been supported 
almost exclusively by the churches 
of Monmouth and Glamorgan. 
It is not by way of ostentation 
that I have dwelt upon this point; 
but I wish our case to be under- 
stood ; while I know that we 
have not done what we wish to 
do, and what, if Providence will 
enable us to remove our present 
incumbrance, we may hereafter 
be able to perform. 

With regard to the support of 
the ministry, some of our churches 
may not have taken a right view 
of the subject. But I firmly be- 
lieve, that the deficiency in this 
matter does not exist so much for 
the want of disposition, as for the 
want of power. Here are churches 
lately formed, comparatively poor, 
and involved in debt; and what 
can they do? The churches in 
this county that can, do support 
their ministers; and I know of 
many which do it to the utmost 
of their power. I believe this 
duty is better understood, and 
practised more conscientiously, in 
this part than in some other parts 
of the Principality. I do not 
wish to apologize for my country- 
men in any instance in which my 
conscience tells me that they are 
in fault. ' 

As to the present low state of 
our churches, it is to us a matter 
of sincere regret, and I believe, to 
many of us, of genuine humility ; 
but still it is nothing but what 
might be expected after a power- 
ful excitement. For, if we be- 
lieve that the kingdom of heaven 
is like unto a net cast into the 
sea, which gathereth all manner 
of fishes, there must be a separa- 
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tion made by Christian discipline 
in the present state, though the 
final one will not be made until 
the end of the world. Allow me 
to state, that an astonishing ex- 
ertement commenced in this part 
of the Principality in the year 
1827, which continued to prevail 
and to extend until the latter end 
of 1830. At that time, our As- 
sociation contained all the Bap- 
tist churches in the counties of 
Glamorgan, Monmouth, Brecon, 
Radnor, and a part of Mont- 
gomery; but the excitement, as 
far as our Association was con- 
cerned, was confined to Glamor- 
gan and Monmouth. In 1832, 
the churches in Monmouthshire 
separated to form a county asso- 
ciation; and those of Glamorgan- 
shire did the same the following 
year. As the excitement had 
prevailed in these two counties, 
the consequent fall off is noted in 
their separate circular letters. In 
1827, the number baptized was 
S77 tan 21829;) 14133); and,{ in 
1830, 915. Since that time, 
there has been a considerable fall 
off; but still, there are hundreds 
of those who were received during 
that excitement, who walk worthy 
of their profession, and adorn the 
doctrine of God their Redeemer. 
This state of things is, I believe, 
a common feature in the history 
of religious excitements, not ex- 
cepting what took place at the 
first promulgation of the gospel, 
as appears from the Epistles of 
Paul, and seems clear in the case 
of the Galatian and Corinthian 
churches. 

I have before me an account of 
the changes which have taken 
place in our associated Churches 
from the year 1762, when our 
fathers began to notice them in 
their circular letters, to the year 
1830; and from these documents 
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I learn that, after a period of great 
apparent success, there has been, 
uniformly, a time of religious de- 
clension. I have been a witness 
myself, of three periods of excite- 
ment in this part during my reli- 
gious life,—though I have never 
experienced one in the church of 
which I am pastor,—and each of 
them was followed by many ex- 
clusions ; but, whether they have 
operated for or against the cause, 
may be seen by the comparison 
which I have instituted between 
the state of religion thirty years 
ago, and what it is at the present 
time. 

Independently of these, there 
are seasons in which Associations 
which have experienced no excite- 
ments have had their reverses, 
even under the directions of the 
ablest ministers which our age 
hath produced. I have a few cir- 
cular letters, and other accounts, 
in my,possession, by which | see, 
that, in the year 1801, the Kent 
and Sussex suffered a decrease of 
eight ; and the Northampton As- 
sociation, in 1803, was decreased 
by forty-four; while the North- 
ampton, in 1802, the Midland, in 
1803, and the Shropshire, in 
1814, did little more than sustain 
their previous number. And, as 
late as the year 1827, the Bucks. 
Association decreased three, and 
the South Devon nine; besides a 
secession of twenty-one in the 
same year. It gives me the most 
unfeigned pleasure to learn, that 
the churches which compose these 
Associations are now in a pros- 
perous state; and my prayer is, 
that their progress may be like 
the light of the sun, which waxeth 
brighter and brighter unto the 
perfect day. 

As to the number of exclusions 
noticed from year to year in our 
circular letters, the following rea- 
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sons, I think, will account for 
them. Many of our churches are 
situated in the mining districts ; 
some of them are very large, and 
composed of a class of men which 
come in contact with temptations 
almost peculiar to their own situ- 
ation in life; and it is among 
them that these fluctuations prin- 
cipally occur. The discipline 
which is exercised in the Welsh 
cburches, as far as I can judge, 
is strict, perhaps severe ; and, in 
my own view, in some instances, 
rather precipitate. Suspension 
from communion is not practised 
here so much as in English 
churches, as it is viewed expe- 
dient only while a case is under- 
going investigation, and, when a 
person is proved to have fallen in- 
to sin, the discipline is summarily 
executed ; and, hence it is, that 
so many are restored, as well as 
excluded, in the churches of the 
Principality. In churchesgyhich 
are not situated as above, | think 
that the proportion of exclusions, 
except what occurs after a power- 
ful excitement, does not exceed 
what occurs in England. In 
forming an opinion upon this 
point, I find that the Shropshire 
Association, in 1814, baptized 
eight, and excluded six. The 
Northampton, in 1807, baptized 
a hundred and nineteen, and ex- 
cluded twenty-eight; in 1802, 
baptized eighty-five, excluded 
twenty-two; in 1803, baptized 
thirty-six, and excluded twenty- 
seven. The Midland, in 1801, 
baptized seventy-five,and excluded 
nineteen; in 1803, baptized a 
hundred and one, and excluded 
thirty; and, in 1804, baptized 
sixty-six, and excluded twenty- 
eight. I have not the means to 
ascertain the changes of late 
“years ; but, from these documents, 
upon comparing them with the 
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account I have before me of the 
changes in our own Associations, 
I cannot discover the dispropor- 
tion to be so great as some have 
represented it. 

As to what your Correspon- 
dent insinuates touching the so- 
cial intercourse of members, or 
what he calls our Monthly Sab- 
baths, I am perfectly at a loss to 
conceive to what he refers; but 
this I can say, that I have fre- 
quently communed with Baptist 
churches in England, and with 
very many of those which are in 
Wales; and that I have never 
seen any thing on these occasions 
which would justify the remark 
which he has made. I know that 
our churches are imperfect, and, 
at the present time, in a very low 
state; but let not our brethren 
who are in more prosperous cir- 
cumstances add to our distress, 
but rather pray that the Lord 
may restore unto us the joy of his 
salvation. 

I am far from finding fault with 
your Correspondent for the re- 
marks which he has made; but 
still, I think, persons travelling 
through a country may sometimes 
form mistaken opinions of the 
character of a Christian commu- 
nity. I say this as the result of 
my own experience; for when [ 
had occasion to visit many of the 
churches in England fourteen or 
fifteen years ago, which were at 
that time in a disunited state, I 
returned home with very different 
views of the state of religion in 
England in general, from what I 
entertai at the present time, 
We hope that the imperfections 
of professed Christians in Hindoo- 
stan, South Africa, the islands of 
the South Sea, and in the West. 
Indies, are not equal to what 
some have supposed; and that 
their accusers have imposed upon 
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themselves, forming their esti- 
mate of the whole from some un- 
favourable specimens with which 
they came in contact. And al- 
though the churches in this part are 
now in a very low condition, yet 
one of your correspondents is 
greatly mistaken when he thinks 
we are indifferent to the exclu- 
sion ofunholy men; which suppo- 
sition receives no countenance 
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from the number of exclusions 
which have unhappily appeared 
of late years in our circular let- 
ters. Wishing that the waste 
places of Zion may be repaired, 
and the churches of the saints re- 
plenished with converts of right- 

eousness ; 
I remain, respectfully yours, 

W. JoNnzEs. 
Cardiff, Oct. 12, 1836. 
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Divine Inspiration. The Congregational 
Lecture. Fourth Series. By the Rey. 
Dr. Hewperson.—London: Jackson 
and Walford, 1 vol. 8vo. pp. 574. 

On the Miraculous and Internal Evidences 
of Christian Revelation, and the Authority 
of its Records. By Tuomas Cuatmers, 
D.D., LL.D.—12mo. 2 vols. Works 
VolsIII. andIV. Collins, Glasgow; 
Hamilton and Co. London. 

Guido and Yulius ; or, the True Consecra- 
tion of the Doubter. By the Rev. G. 
A.D. Tuotuck, D.D.—Ball, London. 
12mo. pp. 243. 


These works relate to the same 
subject, but by each a different pur- 
pose is effected, so that the perusa] 
of one should not supersede the 
study of the rest. Our brethren of 
the Congregational Union have 
rendered us a very great service 
by directing the attention of their 
best scholars to those departments 
of sacred doctrine and literatnre 
which require the greatest attention. 
Many great ends may be accom- 
plished by this measure ; works 
will be obtained to which the whole 
body can appeal; and, in a few 
years, these may be made to com- 
prehend the most important trea- 
sures of divinity. 

Such works might easily be ob- 
tained from the conductors of our 
academical institutions. But the 
lectures which are there delivered 
to candidates for the ministry re- 
quire to be more scholastic, and 


would appear abstruse to general 
readers ; an advantage, therefore, 
is gained by the Congregational 
Lecture in rendering the topics 
of divinity more popular ; whilst a 
greater amount of elementary in- 
struction will be communicated 
than could be conveniently brought 
into ordinary pastoral exercises. 

Human affairs are always marked 
with imperfection. And, with all 
the superiority of our voluntary 
system, the Dissenting interest has, 
hitherto, laboured under some dis- 
advantages. Freedom in action has 
been too much confounded with dis- 
union, and liberality in sentiment 
has too often been supposed incom- 
patible with uniformity and stability 
of belief. If either of these were 
true, there could be neither virtue 
nor harmony in heaven. The plans 
adopted by our Congregational 
brethren, if prosecuted with a strict 
regard to duty, will, by the blessing 
of God, prove that such misfortunes 
are not necessarily connected with 
the church on earth. Brotherly 
consultations will unite the vigorous 
energies of Christian men, who 
value their liberty beyond all 
earthly treasure; and, by conse- 
crating their highest endowments to 
free and united study, every gener- 
ation will approach nearer towards 
the healthful uniformity of incon- 
trovertible truth. . 

Dr. Henderson’s Lectures are in- 
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tended to give a bird’s-eye view of 
the whole subject of inspiration. 
Presenting the different modes of 
inspiration, and the gifts communi- 
cated by it. The inspiration of 
Scripture is proved in Lectures 
V.and VI. The different modes of 
operation employed by the Spirit 
are stated in VII. and VIII. The 
ninth defines the canon of Scrip- 
ture; and, in the tenth, the cessa- 
tion of inspiration is proved. The 
whole course is constructed with a 
view to present usefulness; and, 
therefore, adapted to the errors of 
our age. Itis hoped that the work 
will be extensively read, and that 
the Union will be permitted to reap 
an abundant harvest of usefulness 
both at home and abroad. 

Dr. Chalmers has constructed his 
work with a view to that aspect of 
infidelity which it assumed through 
the subtle levities of David Hume. 
That man seemed to possess an in- 
stinctive aversion to truth of all 
kinds. When admitted into his 
writings, it seemed to be through 
necessity, because mankind were 
unable otherwise to receive his pro- 
digious falsehoods. And this is not 
to be confined to any one depart- 
ment. In philosophy, where his 
hatred to Christianity could have 
no place, a plausible error seemed 
to him more pleasing than an ob- 
vious fact. His mind was every 
where imbued with a pernicious 
baseness, which seemed delighted 
by nothing so much as making the 
worse appear to be the better argu- 
ment. 

With such a propensity, Hume 
was prepared to assail Christianity 
more artfully, and with a more per- 
severing malignity, than most of his 
fellow-labourers. He brought a 
few metaphysical facts to bear on 
the doctrine of miracles with what 
appeared at first to be an irresistible 
violence, But, though the doctrine 
of cause and effect had been greatly 
obscured in our schools, and the 
truth of Hume was, by many, re- 
jected in order to avoid his perni- 
cious falsehood, Providence pro- 
vided, in the person of Dr.T. Brown, 
a man who not only saw the truth of 
Hume’s premises, but perceived 
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and proved the falsehood of his con- 
clusions. All the infidel’s reasoning 
on causation was thus turned against 
himself. The fowler was taken in 
his own snare, and confounded by 
his own imaginations. 

The literature of our country has 
scarcely produced a more splendid 
victory than that which was achieved 
by Dr. Brown; but it seemed un- 
fortunate that he should have died 
before his works had passed under 
his own revision through the press. 
As they exist, however, his works 
are of great value; and we are not 
permitted to arraign the acts of 
God. Perhaps it might be better 
thus; for Dr. Chalmers, in follow- 
ing the same track, has given the 
whole argument a more decidedly 
theological character. It is thus 
more adapted to the use of Chris- 
tians than it otherwise would have 
been. 

We would not say that Dr. Chal- 
mers has slavishly imitated Dr. 
Brown. He has taken the same 
ground; but the two authors pre- 
serve their individuality through 
the whole of their writings. Dr. 
Chalmers has also added much on 
that kind of evidence which is gath- 
ered from Christian experience. 
His work will be found of great 
worth to such as have felt the bane- 
fulinfluence of philosophical scep- 
ticism; and is more free than some 
others from errors which result 
from the Doctor’s constitutional 
tendency to diffuseness. 

Doubts respecting Christianity 
may arise either from superficial 
views of the evidence which sup- 
ports its claims to divine authority, 
or from an imperfect knowledge of 
its doctrines and revelations. It is 
to the last kind principally that Dr. 
Tholuck has addressed his work. 
It is formed for extensive utility, 
Every inquirer should possess it. 
And yet it would have been more 
valuable in this country, if the illus- 
trations in its reasoning had been 
more scriptural and less classical. 

A reason for this feature may be 
found in his circumstances. - At 
Halle, and through the Universities 
of Germany, the study of classical 
literature is prosecuted with ardour. 
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Many young men become acquainted 
with heathen writings, and feel 
their minds embarrassed with the 
Bible systems of divinity ; and daily 
lectures entangle them, and one 
difficulty follows another, until be- 
lief itself amounts to little more 
than indifference to truth or false- 
hood. In the case of Guido and 
Yulius, a short and easy course is 
suggested for students who are thus 
tried. In the four letters which 
make up the work, each reader is 
directed, first, to a practical study 
of his own heart. And when, like 
Guido, he is brought to know him- 
self, he is directed to the Propitiator, 
whose character and work are so 
explained as to remove the bitter- 
ness of sin, and destroy its power. 
Guido, at first entangled with 
doubts, is led to ‘‘ taste and see 
that the Lord is gracious.” This 
experiment made on the trath of 
Divine mercy is so successful that 
it destroys all doubt, by imparting 
a peace which passeth all under- 
standing, combined with a joy un- 
speakable and fall of glory. 


The Pastor’s Wish for his People: contain- 
ing the Substance of Two Sermons 
preached by the Rev. Mr, Kenr, in the 
Baptist Meeting-house, Claremont Street, 
Shrewsbury. — Edgerly, Shrewsbury ; 
and Showell, Birmingham. 8vo. pp. 
40. , 


This unassuming tract was in- 
tended for local and pastoral use. 
The people who are blessed with 
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such care and spiritual cultivation 
may be expected to flourish in fhe 
house of their God. Scriptural 
truth and tender affection are com- 
bined by their pastor in these dis- 
courses in a way which indicates a 
more than ordinary concern for the 
welfare of his people. We trust 
that the author will be permitted to 
enjoy, for many years, the richest © 
results of his devoted and strongly 
individualized exertions. 


A Short Exposition of the Order for the 
Burial of the Dead, with a View to the 
Improvement and Consolation of the 
Living. By an Old College Incum- 
bent.—Seeley and Burnside. 18mo, 
pp. 88. . 


A neat volume, adapted to cover, 
though not to justify, the indiseri- 
minate judgments passed in that 
service on persons altogether un- 
known, or on such as are known to 
have died in sin and impenitence. 
Thus, from the morning of life, 
when parents and sponsors bring an 
infant to be made in its baptism an 
inheritor of the kingdom of heaven, 
until the earth has covered his mor- 
tal remains in the silent grave—the 
ordinances of religious worship are 
so constructed as to envelope with 
the greatest possible obscurity that 
change of heart on which the eternal 
destiny of every man is suspended, 
Thus, with desperate skill, the very 
bread of life is poisoned in our ec- 
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BRIEF NOTICES OF RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 


The Mother’s Offering. 18mo. pp. 226. 
Ward and Co.—This is a book of poetry, 
containing many useful lessons for chil- 
dren; some bad rhymes and halting 
measures ; numerous wood-cuts, and a 
few hard words: on the whole, worthy 
of attention ; but every verse reminds 
us, that our loss in the departure of 
Jane Taylor will not soon be repaid. 

Sacred Philosophy of the Seasons. Win- 
ter. By the Rev. H. Duncan, D. D. 
12mo. pp. 393. Edinburgh; Oliphant: 
London: Hamilton and Co.—Dr, Duncan 
has presented this volume as the first of 
a series which, by unfolding the leading 


facts of nature as they become most 
prominent in the several seasons of the 
year, and combining them with suitable 
expressions of religious feeling, is in- 
tended to facilitate our daily communion 
with God in all his works. We hope 
that the intention will be fully realized. 
The volume before us is written with 
good taste, very instructive; and its 
most important positions are sustained 
by the highest authorities, 

Edinburgh Cabinet , Library.— Circum- 
navigation, from Megelan to Cook.—The 
conductors of this series maintain, by 
this volume, their merit of public sup- 


586 


Obituary. 


port. Asadigest of voyages and dis- | “on the proceedings of the late gen- 


coveries itis drawn up with care, and 
introduces the inquirer to most of the 
original authorities, to which he may 
apply for further information. Such 
works should not supersede more ex- 
tensive inquiry, but they form an ex- 
cellent introduction to it. 

The Sacred Casket ; or, Gems from the 
best English Authors. Ward and Co., 
London.—A very beautiful little book ; 
adapted to improve the taste, and purify 
the heart. 

1. The Use and Abuse of Creeds and 
Confessions of .Faith. 8vo., pp. 102. 
Simpkin and Marshall. 

2. Christian Journal ; conducted by 
Members of the Relief Church. No. 46. 
Vol. 4. 

3. Slavery in America. 
T. Price. Nos. 2, 3,and 4. 

The first of these works is the sub- 
stance of a speech intended to have 
been delivered before the Synod of 
Ulster, in August, 1836, The hearing of 
it was prevented by a mancuvre; but 
the perusal will, we trust, lead to an 
advancement of religious liberty. The 
Christian Journal has a spirited paper 
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eral assembly of the Scottish church ;” ” 
with verses on baptism, in which there 
is more poetry than good sense. The 
numbers of Slavery in America are too 
well known, through its author, to re- 
quire our recommendation. 

Nos. 1 and 2 of The Dissenter will pre- 
sent to our reader the commencement 
of a monthly periodical, intended to 
take the most decided ground on the 
question of religious liberty; and to 
bring forward whatever may be of im- 
portance to those bodies of Christians 
who are not connected with the Esta- 
blished church. 

Discourses on the grand Subjects of the 
Gospel ; chiefly designed for Villages and 
Faces ty the Rev. WW. Oram, Wal- 
lingford. pp. 244. Jackson and Wal- 
ford.—Mr, Oram intends this as a sup- 
plement to the works of Burder and 
others, who have previously entered this 
field of labour. With few pretensions, 
the volume has many excellencies ; and 
will not be extensively read without 
real advantage. Village teachers and 
parents will find it a very useful aux- 
iliary. 


OBITUARY. 


WILLIAM NAPIER, ESQ. 


Our departed friend was born in Scot- 
land, January, 1756. At an early period 
of his history he came to this country; 
and, being, by the good providence of 
God, brought under the ministry of the 
word, was assisted to discover his need 
of aSaviour, to embrace the gospel, and 
to cleave with purpose of heart to Jesus 
Christ. After;some time he was also 
led to perceive the nature and importance 
of Christian baptism. He was baptized 
at Eagle Street, upon a profession of his 
faith, and united to the church of Christ 
meeting there; and for a number of 
years he honourably and usefully filled 
the deacon’s office, in that community. 
In the year 1822 he removed his com- 
munion to the church meetingin Keppel 
Street; where, in 1825, he was also 
elected a deacon, which station he occu- 
pied much to the edification and comfort 
of his brethren. His circumstances 
enabling him to retire from the active 
duties of commercial life, he relinquish- 
ed the sphere in which for many years 
he had diligently and successfully moved, 
and increased his efforts in connexion 
with the kingdom of Christ. At length 
he determined tu spend the remnant of 


his days amid rural scenes, in some se-: 


questered spot, and selected, for this 
purpose, the village of Little Waltham, 
in Essex, as the place of his residence ; 
still, however, retaining his relation to 
the church in Keppel Street, and uni- 
formly taking an affectionate interest in 
all its concerns. For the last year or 
two his health evidently declined, and his 
final visit to London was paid in May 
last. A few weeks after this, he went 
with his beloved wife (now his mourn- 
ing widow) to the sea-coast; but his 
strength rapidly diminishing, he returned 
home; and, on Lord’s-day morning, 
Aug. 7, 1836, in the 79th year of his 
age, in the blessed peace and glorious 
hope of the gospel, he entered the rest 
which remaineth for the people of God. 
His mortal remains were brought from 
Waltham, and interred in the family 
vault in Bunhill Fields ; and his pastor 
preached his funeral discourse, from 
Col. 1.12. Mr. Napier was truly evan- 
gelical in his principles, firmly attached 
to his own denomination, a cheerful 
contributor to missionary effort, a con- 
stant and devout attendant upon the 
means of grace, holding the mystery of 
the faith in a pure conscience, and sin-— 
cerely endeavouring to adorn the doc- 
trine of God our Saviour in all things. 
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FIRST ANNUAL LETTER, FROM THE PAS- 
TORS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
BAPTIST UNION, ASSEMBLED IN LON- 
DON, JUNE 20, 21, 22, & 24, 1856. 


Ba) 
Addressed to the Churches and Associations 
they represent. 


Dear Brethren, 

In addressing to you our first annual 
epistle, in pursuance of a resolution 
passed at the last general meeting of the 
Baptist Union, we ate reminded how 
often and how long it has been an occa- 
sion of regret, that, as a distinct deno- 
mination of professing Christians, we 
should hitherto have had no more inter- 
course with each other, and have acted 
so little in concert. Our fellowship has, 
we conceive, been too incidental, our 
‘communications too casual and indirect 
for our common benefit ; 
quently, our operations, in carrying on 
the holy warfare in which we are en- 
gaged, have been, for the most part, so 
detached and insulated, that our re- 
sources have not been employed with 
that advantage which would attend a 
more combined and well organized moye- 
ment. If it has always been considered 
proper to learn even from an enemy, 
surely we may profitably receive lessons 
of instruction from our friends; and do 
not our brethren who occupy other sec- 
tions of the Christian church teach us, 
how much the efficiency of any extended 
community may be increased by the 
nearness of their union and the harmony 
of their movements? To admit that 
our peculiar views of divine truth are 
unfavourable to unity beyond the con- 
fined limits of a single society, or the 
boundaries of a district association, and 
that they thus necessarily present an 
obstruction to combined action on a 
larger scale, might well generate a sus- 
picion as to the scriptural nature of 
those very peculiarities. Should any 
attempt be made to interfere obtrusively 
in yourconcerns as individual churches, 
to fetter your consciences, and to sub- 
ject vou to any authority but that of the 
great Lord and Master, ‘“ whose we are 
and whom we serve,” we should say with 
the strongest emphasis, ‘stand fast in 
the liberty wherewith Christ hath made 
us free.” But ought we not, at the 
samé time, to beware lest a jealousy of 
our independence should place us at too 
great a distance from each other, prevent 
enlargedness of heart, and obstruct those 
combined efforts which the present cir- 
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cumstances of the church and the world 
render so necessary? Brethren, we dis- 
claim the remotest wish to “have do- 
minion over your faith,” but permit us, 
as those who would be ‘helpers of your 
joy,” to express our desire, that the 
union of our churches may become more 
close and general, and that our denomi- 
nation may be increasingly effective in 
maintaining and extending the cause of 
the Redeemer. 

While there are many things which 
we hold in common with ‘all who love 
our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity,” 
there is one particular in which we differ 
from ‘all. Receiving the Scriptures as 
our only rule of faith and practice, and 
adopting the right of private judgment 
in their interpretation, we not only are 
constrained to differ from the church 
government of some of our brethren, 
and the doctrinal views of others, but 
fee] ourselves bound by the dictates of 
conscience to make a stand for the initi- 
ating ordinance of Christianity. Though 
we are fully aware of many disadvan- 
tages to which we are subject from our 
limiting this sacred rite to a credible 
profession of {faith, and attempting to 
maintain it in 1ts primitive form, yet we 
think that the truth involved in these 
peculiarities is so important, and their 
connexion. with {the} spiritual nature of 
the kingdom of Christ so intimate, as 
fully to justifyjus in the stand we make. 
Our,| position among the churches of 
Christ renders it therefore necessary 
that we unite all the kindness and can- 
dour of genuine charity with firmness of 
principle.» Remember, brethren, that 
truth is precious, and conscience sacred ; 
and that an honourable consistency is de- 
manded of us by our great Master. If 
we have the truth, let no false charity, or 
shame, or fear, induce us to sell it, or 
hide it, or betray it. A vacillating 
indecision, or lukewarm indifference 
to what we profess to regard as truth, 
will neither secure to us the esteem 
of those who differ from us, nor the 
approbation of our own consciences. 
But let us, on the other hand, be- 
ware of a sectarian feeling ; let not 
our peculiarities so engross our atten- 
tion as to contract our ,views, or in« 
duce us to forget the many and impor- 
tant points in which we cordially agree 
with other portions of the Christian 
church. What should prevent the free 
and friendly intercourse, the inter- 
change of ministerial services, and the 
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readiness to unite for any common ob- 
ject with any or with all the followers 
of Christ? We trust that our denomi- 
nation will not be the last nor the least, 
in a practical exemplification of the Re- 
deemer’s prayer, ‘‘ THAT THEY ALL MAY 
BE ONE.” 

We scarcely need remind you, bre- 
thren, of the important difference that 
must ever exist between the Christianity 
of the New Testament and a religion es- 
tablished by secular authority, and 
identified with the state. Whatever 
tenets such establishments may adopt, 
whatever form of church polity they may 
severally patronize, they must necessa- 
rily embody such worldly elements, and 
work on principles so contrary to the spi- 
ritual nature of the kingdom of Christ, 
as will prove that they are as injurious to 
the interests of genuine religion as they 
are unscriptural. The history of all the 
attempts which have been made to sub- 
ject the laws of Christ to the amend- 
ments of civil legislation, to enforce 
them by human authority, to dress up his 
religion in worldly honours, and invest 
it with political puwer, is a lamentable 
record of the deteriorations which Chris- 
tianity has suffered from the officious 
meddlings ‘of carnal policy, and of the 
various ways in which its simplicity has 
been destroyed, its beauty marred, and 
its efficiency impaired. Our very ex- 
istence as a distinct and separate body, 
holding those peculiarities which form 
the basis of our union, has been a stand- 
ing protest against the evils of church 
establishments. And dearly did our 
forefathers pay, in ruinous confiscations, 
imprisonment, and exile, for the liberty 
which they claimed of thinking for 
themselves, for daring ‘‘to obey God 
rather than man,” and for their conse- 
quent resistance to spiritual usurpation. 
As persecution subsided, and a better 
spirit arose, these wrongs were forgotten, 
at least to all practical purposes, and 
we rejoiced to recognize the piety and 
worth of many of our brethren of the 
establishment, to give them “the right 
hand of fellowship,” and to allow them 
to take the lead in any great and good 
work in which they would unite with us. 
We were, of course, unwilling to ob- 
trude our peculiarities unnecessarily on 
the notice of others ; we could not, how- 
ever, Suppose that it would be under- 
stood that by such a union any of our 
distinguishing views or principles were 
abandoned. But recent circumstances 
having directed public attention strongly 
to the question of the justice and expe- 
diency of church establishments, those 
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who conscientiously dissent from sucli 
institutions have been called on to 
stand forward with more than usual 
prominence, if they would avoid the 
charge of pusillanimous inconsistency. 
A collision has been the result, which, 
though it might have been expected, and 
though we believe important good will 
eventually ensue, has been productive 
of painful consequences. It has but 
little moved us that “ men of corrupt 
minds,”’ who can neither understand our 
principles nor appreciate our motives, 
have loaded us with abuse, and that 
plain indications have been given that 
power only is wanting to render the 
spirit of persecution as mischievous as 
ever; but to have experienced from 
some whom we have loved and respect- 
ed, and with whom we have been accus- 
tomed most cordially to co-operate, an 
estrangement of affection, a reluctance 
to unite in even common objects, and, 
we regret to say, in some cases a bit- 
terness of invective, anda determina- 
tion to misconstrue all our motives, is 
what, we trust, we have not deserved, 
and what we were scarcely prepared to 
expect. Brethren, painful as this is, 
we must not compromise principle, even 
to please our friends, nor shrink from the 
obloquy to which an advocacy of truth 
But 
let it be our concern that, if ‘‘ evil” be 
spoken against us, it may be “ falsely,” 
and for his ‘‘ sake’’ in whose sacred cause 
we have embarked. While we shrink 
not from the odium of bearing our testi- 
mony against whatever tends to secula- 
rize the religion of Christ, and to dete- 
riorate and enfeeble the great instru- 
ment of regenerating the world, let us 
watch over our own spirits, and see that 
our ‘ faith” be furnished, not only with 
courage, but also with ‘ brotherly kind- 
ness and charity.’ ‘* Let all bitterness, 
and wrath, and anger, and clamour be 
put away from you.” Let us bear with 
those whose hereditary predilections, 
and long established opinions, are shock- 
ed by the decided avowal of what we be- 
lieve to be important and scriptura 
truth. Let us endeavour to maintain the 
cause, and advance the interests of 
Christianity in its own benignant spirit, 
assured that truth must ultimately be 
triumphant. 

By the nature of our civil institutions 
you are frequently called on, brethren, 
to exercise your rights and perform 
your duties as citizens of a free state. 
You are aware that, as Christianity places 
us in no new position in gsocia life, it 
neither abridges these rights, noreleases 
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us from these duties. To suppose that 
the religion of the Saviour rendered us 
insensible to the interests of that com- 
munity to which we belong, indifferent 
as to whether it was well or ill governed, 
especially while we were capable of ex- 
ercising an influence on that government, 
would be to admit that its tendency is 
unfavourable to men’s temporal happi- 
ness, and injurious to the welfare of so- 
ciety ; an admission for which infidelity 
would thank us. To draw back from 
the performance of any public duty, be- 
cause we are Christians, to leave tomen 
uninfluenced by religious principle the 
sole management of all public affairs, to 
make the spirituality of our views a 
reason for neglecting the temporal iste- 
rests of the community, is conduct which 
is not likely to bring honour to our pro- 
fession, and which ill comports with the 
declared tendencies and designs of the 
religion of the gospel. Is the beneficial 
influence of Christianity confined to any 
rank, cr station, or calling? Does itre- 
quire the magistrate to cease from his 
functions, the judge to leave the bench, 
or the sovereign to abdicate his throne? 
Ts it not destined, in its progress to uni- 
versal empire, to occupy every depart- 
ment of state, to infuse its own spirit 
into the business of legislation, to purify 
and regulate ail the transactions of com- 
merce, and to transform the whole world 
into the Christian church? We trust, 
then, brethren, that you will not be 
backward in the discharge ofevery duty, 
in the employment of every means by 
which you may benefit your respective 
localities, your country, or the world at 
large. But great care isrequisite. Po- 
litical contentions, the strife of parties, 
the conflict of opinions on public mat- 
ters, are tempestuous elements, to pass 
through which in safety requires a well- 
trimmed vessel, a steady helm, and a 
watchful eye. The dignity of the Chris- 
tian must not be sacrificed to the heat of 
the partisan ; the consistency which the 
gospel requires must not be destroyed by 
the tumult and excess of political ex- 
citement. ‘Ye are the salt of the 
earth” —“ Ye are the light of the world.” 
“Never, perhaps, did circumstances 
exist which made a louder call on the 
Christian church for prompt and vigo- 
rous exertion than the present. In the 
heathen world and in Christendom, in 
our distant colonies, and in every town 
and village—we might almost add, and 
in every street and lane of our crowded 
population, claims on our compassion 
and zeal present themselves ; and with 
these claims, opportunities and means 
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of mecting them are, toan unprecedented 
degree, within our reach. We cannot 
consider that the church of Christ is as 
yet by any means fully awake to due vi- 
gilance and exertion. All that is to be 
done in the conversion of the world— 
and how much is yet to be done !—is to 
be effected by the instrumentality of the 
Saviour’s followers. Weare to expect 
no miracle, to wait for no new revelation. 
We have our warrant in God’s word; 
our means of success in his promised 
aid. When, in obedience to the divine 
mandate, we go forth “in the strength 
of the Lord God,” to perform his work, 
ought we not, in humble but unwavering 
faith, to expect that his blessing will not 
be withheld; that his Spirit will be com- 
municated? In what part of the world, 
in what line of usefulness, by what com- 
munity or congregation, or individual, 
has a vigorous and persevering attempt 
been made to subserve the interests of 
the Redeemer’s kingdom, unattended 
with such a measure of success, as war- 
rants the expectation, that sill greater 
and more general efforts would meet 
with more enlarged success? Were 
our churches to employ individually all 
the resources which they could com- 
mand, what might we not expect! 
Were they all to unite more closely, 
and to act with a more combined move- 
ment, what an impulse might be given 
to the cause of truth! Let it not, in 
the meanwhile, be forgotten, that an ob- 


ligation to personal exertion lies on 
every disciple of Christ, whatever be 
his station in the church or the world. 
We may connect ourselves with various 
associations, formed expressly for the 
diffusion of truth and the promotion of 
human happiness, and yet almost lose 
sight of this; we may feel as though 
our relation to a Christian church, and 
a name on the subscription list of a 
few Societies, discharged all our obliga- 
tion, and exonerated us from any further 
concern. But what limit ought we to 
fix to the efforts of our zeal, but that 
which is marked by our means and op- 
portunities? Is not our obligation to do 
good commensurate with our ability? Is 
there a talent intrusted to us, for the 
due employment of which we are not ac- 
countable? And whois so poor, so ob- 
scure, so powerless, as to be unable to 
coutribute a certain share of influence 
towards effecting the regeneration of the 
world? Whois there who has no pro- 
perty to employ, no time to spare, no 
knowledge to communicate; who has 
none within his reach whose spiritual 
benefit he might advance? ‘She hath 
4Q 
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done what she could!” Were every 
follower of Christ in a condition to re- 
ceive this commendation of his Lord, 
how great an alteration would speedily 
be produced in the wholestate of society ! 
And why should not this be the case 
with every one who bears the Christian 
name? Can he be satisfied without it? 
Does not the Saviour expect it of him3 

But personal exertion, from motives 
such as God can approve, and commen- 
surate with our obligation, will never be 
made but under the influence of deep 
and habitual piety. A love of bustling 
activity may have the appearance of 
Christian zeal ; but unless our heart be 
right with God, unless we enjoy ‘‘ peace 
through the blood of the cross,” and 
live in holy intercourse with the Father 
of our spirits, our zeal will become dis- 
proportioned and misdirected, or, when 
not sufficiently stimulated by the ac- 
tivity of our associates, the publicity 
of our doings, or the immediate suc- 
cess of our plans, will subside into 
indifference. Nothing can produce 
a sustained effort, ‘‘a patient con- 
tinuance in well doing,” an uninter- 
rupted series of pious exertion to the 
full extent of our capabilities, but fre- 
quent and fervent communion with God, 
a daily consecration to his service, a 
“walking by faith and not by sight,” a 
‘looking for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave him- 
self for us that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify unto himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works.” 
It was this full realization of the truth 
of the gospel, this complete devotion of 
soul to God, this living for eternity, 
that gave such life and power to the ef- 
forts, and maintained the zeal of the 
first publishers of Christianity. ‘‘ We 
look not at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not seen ; 
for the things which are seen are tempo- 
ral, but the things which are not seen 
are eternal.” ‘¢ For the love of Christ 
constraineth us, because we thus judge, 
that if one died for all, then were all 
dead ; and that he died for all, that they 
which live, should not henceforth live 
unto themselves, but unto him that died 
for them and rose again.” 

This is the spirit, brethren, which we 
wish to see pervading all our churches, 
animating every Christian Society. How 
few of our churches are, in this respect, 
all that we could wish them tobe! Are 
there none of our little communities 
whose capabilities of usefulness are 
neutralized by a want of “the unity of 
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the spirit in the bond of peace!” Does 
‘brotherly love continue” in all that 
fervour, and with all those blessed 
fruits, without which a Christian church, 
whatever be its numbers or its wealth, is 
almost powerless for purposes of good ? 
Is there no Society to which the address 
to the Jukewarm church of Laodicea, or 
at least, the reproof given to the church 
at Ephesus, is applicable? <‘ Suffer the 
word of exhortation,” beloved brethren. 
If Christian churches are to be the. 
means of evangelizing the districts in 
which they are planted, and of reno- 
vating the whole face of human society, 
how inconceivably important it is, that 
they should be so pure, so lively, so re- 
plenished with Loly love, and distin- 
guished by their “ righteousness, and 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost,” as to 
be in a condition to fulfil their high 
calling. We have often heard with sur- 
prise and pleasure, mingled perhaps 
sometimes with a degree of incredulity, 
of those revivals of religion which have 
passed through many of the transatlan- 
tic churches, producing a most remark- 
able alteration in their spiritual condi- 
tion, multiplying the number of their 
converts, and presenting extraordinary 
indications of the presence and the power 
of the Divine Spirit. But latterly, 
something of the same kind has been 
seen in some of our own churches. A 
holy and powerful influence has seemed 
to descend like a fertilizing shower after 
a season of drought. A spirit of deep 
humiliation has been accompanied with 
unusual fervour of supplication, in meet- 
ings continued day after day; a deep 
and solemn feeling of the importance of 
religion has extended, many have been 
awakened to a serious concerm for their 
salvation, while the zeal and activity of 
the followers of Christ have been great- 
ly renewed. Would not meetings of 
this kind, and for similar objects, varying 
as local circumstances might require, be 
generally conducive to the increase and 
prosperity of our churches ? While we 
would guard against the ‘effervescence 
of enthusiasm, and the extravagance of 
mere excitement, are we, not warranted 
in seeking, in a more ample manner, the 
accomplishment of those promises of 
the Saviour, contained in the xiv., xv., 
and xvi. chapters of John’s Gospel, res- 
pecting the grace and power of the 
Divine Spirit, ‘‘the Comforter?’ Is 
the energy of this blessed Agent im- 
paired? Does the promise of the Re- 
deemer fail? Or have we failed in ex- 
pecting and seeking its accomplishment? 
Can any thing short of the full enjoy- 


Religious Intelligence. 


ment of this blessing put the Christian 
church ina position to achieve its pre- 
dicted triumphs, and to effect the reno- 
vation of the world? Must not the 
fermentation be far more active than it is 


at present, before the whole mass of so- 
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ciety partake of the sacred leayen? 
Allow us, brethren, before we close, 
to offer a few remarks on some modes of 
usefulness, which we think deserving of 
attention. In doing this, we mean not 
to enlarge on the necessity of far more 
vigorous efforts on behalf of foreign 
missions. Our obligations and en- 
couragements of this nature have been 
frequently pressed on our consideration. 
No Christian society can feel itself justi- 
fied in refusing its aid, while millions of 
our fellow-creatures are destitute of the 
blessing which it is in our power to send 
them. If allin our congregations who 
possess pecumary means, had but the 
heart to make those sacrifices which the 
case demands, how many more labourers 
might be sent to the fields which are 
“white already to harvest,” But we 
now refer more particularly to home 
operations, fully sensible that whatever 
increases the extent and efficiency of the 
Christian church in Britain, must be 
eminently favourable to missionary en- 
terprise abroad. And first we would af- 
fectionately suggest the propriety of 
every church situated in a populous dis- 
trict, providing itself, if possible, in ad- 
dition to the pastorate, with an evange- 


list or town missionary ; one whose es- 


pecial object shall be to preach the gos- 
pel from house to house, to’ visit the 
crowded streets and lanes with tracts to 
give or lend, to inquire kindly into the 
state of their inhabitants, and to recom- 
mend their attendance at some place of 
worship where the gospel of our salva- 
tion is proclaimed. How important an 
auxiliary would such a labourer prove to 
every Christian society. ‘The efficiency 
of such a plan might be still increased 
if a number, of the more active members 
of our churches would unite in counte- 
nancing the labour of their missionary 
by their occasional visits, by assisting 
him in holding prayer-meetings, and 
perhaps, by furnishing’ some little tem- 
poral relief to casesof great need. Ano- 
ther object which we would recommend, 
is the religious instruction of the chil- 
dren of our Sabbath schools. This, we 
are aware, is more or less attended to in 
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every school; but we are inclined to 
think that in but few cases is it so eflec- 
tive as it might be made, It should ever 
be remembered, that teaching children 
to read is but the means, and not the end. 
And we trust the time is not far distant 
when this elementary process may be 
altogether needless; when every poor 
child will have}the opportunity of ac- 
quiring elsewhere this first step, so that 
it may be unnecessary to occupy any 
portion of the Lord’s day with learning 
toread. It deserves serious inquiry 
whether the most has been yet made of 
the means of usefulness thus presented 
to us. If instruction of a strictlyreligious 
nature, adapted to interest the minds of 
the young, were kindly and judiciously 
given from sabbath to sabbath, to one, 
two, or, three hundred children, how 
much greater results might be expected 
than any we have yet seen. And should 
not some means be devised of continu- 
ing} the tuition and securing the atten- 
tion of the children, at that interesting 
period when they generally leave the 
school? Might not this be made,’ in a 
great maby instances, a kind of transi- 
tion state from the school to the church ? 
Would not such young persons form a 
most valuable part of our congregations, 
trained up in warm attachment to the 
place and people, and prepared to render 
valuable aid in many departments of 
Christian usefulness? Nor should we, 
brethren, by any; means overlook our 
own families. Every inmate of our own 
house claims our care; and in the edu- 
cation of our own children, all that is 
merely ornamental, that is literary, that 
promises temporal advantage, should be 
held subordinate to the inculcation of 
religious principle, and the formation of 
pious habits. Let the salvation of our 
children’s souls, and their usefulness in 
life, be the paramount object in the plans 
of tuition which we adopt, the preceptors 
we select, and the seminaries at which 
we place our beloved offspring. Then, 
using such means, and pursuing such end, 
we may with propriety, and with every 
hope of success pray, “ Let thy work 
appear unto thy servants, and thy glory 
unto their children, and let the beauty 
of the Lord our God be upon us; and 
establish thou the work of our hands 
upon us, yea, the work of our hands es- 
tablish thou it.” 
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* 31 of these withdrew to form a separate church, 


+ 62 of these were dismissed to form three new churches 
in the district. 
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SUMMARY, 


From these statements «it will appear that in the forty counties of England, there 
are, at least, 1,158 Evangelical Baptist churches ; that in 665 of these churches there 
are 59,585 members; that 577 are united in local associations ; that 289 of them com- 
pose the Baptist Union ; that in connexion with 386 of them, 58,788 children receive 
Sabbath-school instruction ; and that 173 of them supply 533 village or other preach- 
ing stations. 


INCOME AND EXPENDITURE OF THE PRINCIPAL PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS CONNECTED 
WITH THE BAPTIST DENOMINATION DURING THE PAST YEAR. 


MISSIONS, 
SOCIETIES. Formed Income. Expenditure. 
£. $. ict eee aS de 
Baptist Missionary Society.....-....+--++++ 1792 | 23,924 4 2 |27,016 13 5 
Baptist Home Missionary Society......-.. 1797 | 1;656° "9 4 1 95a an 
Baptistirish Societys = s..0 <' ee de efelssien ese 1814 | 2,896 210 | 2,580 18 10 
General Baptist Missionary Society. .....- 1816 | No returns. — 
Serampore Missionary Society.............| 1827 | No returns. a 
COLLEGES. 
No. of 
PLACES. Founded! Students. i. Income. Expenditure. 
Se. Sos sds “6 seas 
WB TISCOI o:.:0.0i0 celsiststerei=. aps) arcvaxe Bderocd, wral 16 972 15 113 859 41 8 
WYRE D@GO Meet ti sireke mist eneslevareg 1798 de No returns. 
JEG DAG lnienioeS 6 ConEsae Gx ant ce 1804 15 776 14 7 Soca ae 
ADCIEAVENDY..ccscecenesse<s es ee-| 1806 6 No returns. 
Glosney ty. iss beos cove doce AGLO P 8h oh t.405 ed ale) 5.504 TOuee 
Houchborough,, <. v.92. cee pe joeee| LAZO 2 228 19 OL 198 11 3 


MISCELLANEOUS SOCIETIES, 


SOCIETIES. Founded. Objects. Receipts, Expenditure. 


Baptist Fund..........| 1717 | Education of Minis- 
ters, Assistance of 
Poor Churches, &c.} 2,901 1 1 | 2,667 4 O 
Baptist Western So-} 1807 | Relief of Widows & 
(SIGE Boonadh wecacaneson Orphans of Ministers] 364 0 5 343 19 6 
Baptist Magazine....| 1809 | Relief of Ministers’ 
Widows 
Bath Society,.......| 1816 | Support of Superan- 
nuated Ministers.,} 354 8 4 285. 15 
Baptist Building Fund} 1824 | Erection of Chapels...) 850 6 11 878 0 
New Selection of 1829 | Relief of Widows and 
PUyMOMS +06.) +e «le Orphans of Ministers 
and Missionaries....| 149 11 6 123 0 0 
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ASSOCIATIONS. 


HERTS. AND SOUTH BEDS. 


The last Meeting of the Herts. and 
South Beds. Union of Baptist Churches 
was held at St. Albans, on Tuesday, 
April 11th, 1836, and was numerously 
attended. The state of the churches 
was then reported to be as follows: 


No. of Sun-| 
Aiaisiess Ly seks 


s Churches. No. of | day Scho- 
Members are. 
Albans, (St.) W. Upton 138 200 | 
Boxmoor, Various 46 180 
Hemel-Hemp- as 0 
Bien T. Hopley} 134 200 
Leighton-Buz- : = 
Bae E. Adey {60 =] 248 
Luton, H. Burgess} "250 530 
| Le 
Market-Street, |J. Heath |™ 55 720 | 


Treasurer, C. Younc, Esq., St. Albans. 
Secretary, Rev. H. Burcess, Luton. 


GLA MORGANSHIRE. 


At a Quarterly Meeting of the Gla- 
morganshire Baptist Association, held at 
Hengoed, Nov. 2 and 3, 1836, a com- 
munication in the Baptist Magazine for 
October last, reflecting upon the cha- 
racter of Welsh Christians, having been 
read, and likewise the explanation sent 
by our beloved brother, the Rev. W. 
Jones, Cardiff, to the editor of the said 
publication; it was resolved unani- 
mously, 

That the said communication contains re- 
flections which tend to injure the churches 
of professing Christians in this country. 

That the Defence written by Mr. Jones 
is approved of by this meeting. 

That as the Editor of the said Maga- 
zine has thought fit to publish the said 
false accusations unto the world, he be 
requested to publish in the next number 
of the said Journal the Defence with 
which he has been furnished, together 
with these resolutions, 

(Signed) 
Joun Jenkins, Moderator. 
Joun James, Secretary. 
Bridgend, Nov. 14, 1836. 


*,* The paper referred to will be 
found in page 578, and was in type prior 
to our receipt of the above resolutions. 
—Ep. 
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ORDINATIONS. 


HUNMANBY. 


On Wednesday, the 22nd of June, 
Mr. Joseph Caldwall Wyke, late of 
Horton College, Bradford, was set apart 
to the pastoral office, over the particu- 
lar Baptist Church at Hunmanby, In 
the morning, the Rev. J. Normanton, 
of Driffield, read suitable portions 
of Scripture and prayed; the Rev. 
B, Evans, of Scarborough, delivered the 
introductory discourse, elucidating the 
principles of Dissent, asked the usual 
questions, and received the confession of 
faith ; Dr. Steadman, of Bradford, of- 
fered up the ordination-prayer, with 
imposition of hands, and gave an affec- 
tionate charge, from Josh. i. 5, 6; 
the Rev. L. Nichols, (Indep.) of 
Muston, concluded the service with 
prayer. In the evening, on account of 
the large attendance, we met in the 
Wesleyan Chapel, which was kindly 
eranted for the occasion; the Rev. J. 
Hithersay, of Kilham, read and prayed ; 
the Rev. R. Harness, of Burlington, 
preached to the church from Phil. i. 27 ; 
and the Rev. B. Evans closed with 
prayer. 


PILL, NEAR BRISTOL, 


Mr. J. H. May, late pastor of the 
Baptist Church at Croyell, Devon, has 
received a unanimous invitation to take 
the pastoral charge of the Baptist 
Church at Pill, near Bristol, lately 
under the care of the Rey. David Evans, 
who died March 19, 1833. This invita- 
tion, Mr. May has felt it bis duty to 
accept, and commenced his stated la- 
bours there, Sept. 4. On Oct. 18, this 
union was recognized; the Rev. W. 
Elson, (Indep) of Pill, commenced the 
service by reading and prayer; Rev. 
E. Probert, Pithay, Bristol, asked the 
questions, and prayed for a blessing on 
the union; Rev. T. S. Crisp, president 
of the Baptist College, Bristol, gave the 
charge from 2 Cor. v. 9,10, 11; Rev. 
T. Winter, Counterslip, Bristol, preach- 
ed to the people, from Deut.i. 38, 
«Encourage him,” and closed the ser- 
vice by prayer. The attendance on the 
occasion was overflowing, and there is 
reason to believe that Mr. May has com- 
menced his labours there with very en- 
couraging prospects. 

HENRIETTA STREET, BRUNSWICK SQUARE, 
LONDON. 
On Wednesday, October 5th, Rey. 
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W.A. Salter, of Stepney College, was 
ordained to the pastoral office. 

Rev. G. Pritchard commenced the 
service by reading the Scriptures and 
prayer; Rey. J. J. Davies delivered 
the introductory discourse, and asked the 
usual questions ; Rev. J. Dyer offered 
the ordination prayer ; Rey, W. H. Murch 
gave the charge from Col. iv. 17; Rev. 
J. Woodwark (Indep.) concluded with 
prayer. 

Tn the evening, Rev. C. W. Overbury 
commenced; Rev. Dr. Cox addressed 
the church from 2 Cor. xiii, 11; and 
Rev. J. Wallis concluded. 

From the narrative read on the occa- 
sion, it appeared, that the church, con- 
sisting of thirty-one members, was 
formed in Burton Street, in 1817. The 
first pastor was the Rev. W. Belsher, 
now of Greenwich, during whose pas- 
torate their freehold chapel was built, 
and opened in 1821. Mr. B. resigned 
in 1825, and a long and trying period of 
widowhood succeeded. In 1828, Rev. 
LT. Thomas, of Stepney College, became 
pastor, and continued his successful 
labours until April last, when he yielded 
to the solicitation of the committee of 
Welsh and English Baptist Educational 
Society, to succeed the Rev. Mr. Tho- 
mas. During his ministrations the 
number of members was raised from 
forty-seven to two hundred and four; 
the debt was reduced from £1,500 to 
£800; and the chapel considerably 
enlarged and improved. 

The officiating ministers seemed 
affected with the goodness of God in 
so soon providing another pastor, and 
Rev. Mr. Davies remarked, that when 
the church at Birmingham refused to 
give up Samuel Pearce for missionary 
labour, God took him. to heaven ; but 
when the church of Leicester surrev- 
dered Carey, he gave them Robert Hall. 


STONY STRATFORD, BUCKS. 


The ordination of Mr. E. L. Forster, 
late of Bristol Academy, took place on 
the 27th of October, in the Baptist 
chapel, Stony Stratford, Bucks. The 
introductory remarks relative to the 
constitution and discipline of a church 
formed according to the model of the 
New Testament, were made by the 
Rey. G. Jayne, of Roade, who after- 
wards proposed the usual questions to 
the minister and deacons. The ordi- 
nation prayer was offered up by the 
Rey. T. P. Bull, President of the Kvan- 
gelical Academy, Newport Pagnell. 
The charge was delivered by the Rey. 
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William Forster, (Indep.), of Jersey, 
brother of the minister, from 1 Timothy 
iv. 16, The charge to the deacons was 
delivered by the Rev. F. B.. Cox; 
D.D., LL D. In the evening the Rev. 
F: Franklin delivered a discourse on 
the duties of the church to its pastor, 
from 2 Phil. xiv. 16. The Rev. 
J. James, of Olney, preached to the 
congregation from Matt. xii. 6. The 
devotional services were conducted by 
the Rey. Messrs. J. Barker, Towcester ; 
W.J. Wager, (Indep.}, Stony Stratford ; 
Aston, (Indep.), Buckingham; E. 
Theobald, Fenny Stratford ; Adey, 
Leighton; Tunley, Northampton; Den- 
ton, (Indep.), Winslow ; Spring, New- 
port Pagnell. Academy. The chapel 
wes crowded 'to excess on both occa- 
sions. The spirit of love and harmony 
manifested by the neighbouring churches 
was highly encouraging to the newly- 
ordained pastor, who bas before him 
pleasing prospects of success, 


CHARD, SOMERSETSHIRE. 

After a pleasing union of nearly eleven 
years with the church at Paulton, in 
Somersetshire, the Rev. Thomas Clarke 
has accepted the unanimous call of the 
church at Chard, in the same county, 
and entered on his regular duties as 
pastor on the first Lord’s-day in October. 


CHAPELS OPENED. 


BEDLINGTON, DURHAM. 

On the Srd of April, 1836, a Baptist 
church was formed at this town, consist- 
ing of five members, by Mr. Banks, 
pastor of the Scotch Baptist church, 
Newcastle. 

This cause was begun by Mr. Tyndall, 
of Gloucestershire, who came here in 
the year 1829, He was assisted by a 
Presbyterian, who afterwards became a 
Baptist. In the year 1830, a youne 
man was baptized in the river Blyth, an 
account of which appeared in this 
Magazine. Mr. Tyndall, leaving in the 
year 1833, was succeeded by Mr. Dick- 
inson, member of the Scotch Baptist 
church, Newcastle, three of whose 
daughters, at the respective ages of 
eleven, thirteen, and sixteen, and ano- 
ther person, have been recently bap- 
tized. Much prejudice exists against 
them, but we trust the Lord will con- 
tinue to add to their number such as 
shall be saved. The brethren acknow- 
ledge the assistance of the ministers and 
lay preachers of neighbouring Baptist 


. 
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churches. Bedlington is surrounded by 
a populous district, affording a wide 
field for missionary labour. Much re- 
mains to be done by the Baptists in the 
North; but as Mr. Roe has called at- 
tention ‘to the destitute condition of 
the Northern counties,” we trust they 
will respond to the call, by “increasing 
their subscriptions,” to the Home Mis- 
sionary Society, and the Committee will 
send forth missionaries to every desti- 
tute part of our island. 


COLCHESTER, 


Upwards of two years since, the 
ancient Baptist chapel in Colchester, 
being found in a dilapidated state, it 
was determined to rebuild it in a neat 
and substantial manner, capable of seat- 
ing upwards of one thousand persons, 
which having been accomplished, all 
that could be raised by the friends, 
together with collections at the opening 
and among other churches and friends, 
did not amount to more than £450 ; and 
the place, from the difficulty of obtaining 
a good foundation (as a new situation 
was preferred), has cost £2,200. We 
are happy to state, that the senior dea- 
con, B. Nice, Esq., has recently paid off 
the remainder of the debt, after having 
previously purchased a residence for the 
minister at considerable expense, and a 
burial-ground at the cost of nearly 
£300, and presented both to the place ; 
and, above all, has endowed the place 
with the interest of £1000, 5 per cent 
for ever. 

The above respected individual, by 
the blessing of the Almighty, has been 
able thus liberally and munificently to 
manifest his love to the cause of his 
Redeemer at Colchester, as well as at 
other places, and now survives at the age 
of eighty-four, to see a temple raised for 
the worship of God, to the praise of 
him who bestowed wealth and a dis- 
position to devote it to his service. 
Surely we may say of such a man, “ He 
loveth our nation, and hath built us a 
synagogue ; verily this man shall be 
blessed in his deed.’ But while we 
are grateful to the donor, we give God the 
glory. May future geverations therein 
rise up to call the Redeemer blessed, 
when those who have felt such a warm 
interest therein have joined the church 
triumphant above. 


PROVtDENCE CHAPEL, NEAR SHOREDITCH 
CHURCH, LONDON. 


On Tuesday, the 20th of September, 
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1836, the above new Baptist chapel was 
opened by an’ early prayer-meeting ; 
discourses were delivered on the occa- 
sion by Rev. E. Steane, Rev. J. Smith, 
and Dr. Reed. Rev. Mess. Hargraves ; 
Davis, of Tottenham ; Davis, of Church 
Street; Peacock; Woolacott ; Dickerson ; 
Denham; Lewis, of Highgate ; Brown ; 
Shenston ; and Dr. Cox, engaged in the 
devotional parts of the service, It was 
distinctly announced, that the sum 
expended for the ground, the building, 
the inclosure, the title deeds, and 
other incidental charges, would exceed 
£2,000, and that the contributions pre- 
vious to that day somewhat exceeded 
£850; that the ground was freehold, 
and the whole property was vested in 
trust for the denomination, and enrolled 
in the Chancery court. The building is 
spacious and substantial, but without 
galleries, It is light and airy, and gives 
general satisfaction, and there is reason 
to expect a congregation sufficient to fill 
it. The committee would feel greatly 
encouraged and assisted by the loan of 
a, littlemoney for one, two or three years. 
Two individuals offered tolend ¢'50 each, 
and one generous friend, present at the 
opening, £100. If a few others would 
imitate their example, and prevent the 
mortgage of the property, it would be 
essentially serving this rising interest 
by a saving of much trouble and ex-~ 
pence. The attendance through the day 
was very encouraging; the collections 
amounted to £103. 


eee 


WALTHAM ABBEY. 


A new Meeting-house for public wor- 
ship, was opened at Waltham Abbey, 
Essex, on Thursday, Oct. 20, 1836. The 
Rev. J. J. Davis, of Tottenham, preach- 
edin the morning, from John xy. 8; 
the Rev. N. M. Harry, of Broad Street, 
London, in the afternoon, from Rev. 
xxii. 17; and the Rev. Dr. Cox, of 
Hackney, in the evening, from Psalm 
xlvili. 12, 13, 14. 

The devotional exercises were con- 
ducted by the Rev. Messrs. Brawn, 
Smith, Cubitt, Norton, and others, 
(Bap.); and by the Rev. Messrs. Tozer, 
Wilks, Fielding, and others (Indep.) ; 
and by the Rev. Mr. Fisher, (Wes- 
leyan). The attendance was numerous 
and respectable, and the collections of 
the day amounted to £85. 

On Lord’s day, Oct. 23, the Rev. 
Eustace Carey preached in the morn- 
ing from Heb. xiii. 20, 21, the Rev. J. 
K. Foster, President of Cheshunt 
College, in the afternoon, from Psalm 

4ARr 
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exli. 2; and the Rev. James Har- 
greaves, the minister of the place, in 
the evening, from Heb. xiii. 22, The 
sum collected on both days, was £110 
Gate: 

The friends of the cause wish to ex- 
press their grateful acknowledgments to 
all who have rendered them assistance 
whether at home or at a distance ; and 
especially to those kind friends from 
London, and its vicinity, who, on the 
day of opening, cheered them with 
their presence, and assisted them with 
their liberal contributions. The most 
prompt measures will be taken by the 
church and the pastor to liquidate the 
remaining debt, which is yet consider- 
able. For this purpose an appeal will 
be made to those neighbouring churches, 
who have not yet been applied to. 
Success beyond expectation has attended 
the applications which have been made. 
Let the Lord be glorified ! 


BAVARIA. 

The following note to the Editor will 
show the state of funds which have 
been raised for our brethren in Bavaria, 
whose case will be found at page 358 of 
this volume ; we hope that the public 
will not suffer an object so desirable to 
solicit its patronage in vain.—Ep. 

“No, 2, Jeffery’s Square, St. 
Mary Axe, 18 Nov., 1836, 
‘Sir, 

‘The only sums which I have re- 
ceived for Mr. Reeder’s case, since the 
statement appeared in the Magazine, 
are : 

W. Morton, per Rev. John 


DET soniaslaiclaie - 91.) Saini tie ORO 
Friend at C..... ad se ohieee es 5 30.20 
Rey. T. Russell, per Rev. C. 

Stoviel cis ciae eisinmie « iu ara I~ 0-10 

6 fon Ou O 


«©C, Hanman.” 


BOURN ANNIVERSARY. 


The first anniversary services of the 
opening of the Baptist chapel, Bourn, 
Lincolnshire, were held on J.ord’s-day 
and Monday evening, Sept. 17 and 18; 
and sermons were preached on the occa- 
sion by the Rev. Joseph Goadby, of 
Leicester, and the Rev. Thomas Scott, 
of Norwich. The proceeds of sub- 
scriptions, collecting cards, Female 
Working Society, opening collections, 
&c., were £609 8s. The collections at 
the anniversary amounted to £38 12s. 
It is very grateful to reflect that nearly 
£650 have been realized in about a year 
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and a half, towards the erection of this 
new house of prayer, the enlargement 
of the burying-ground, &c. May the 
ereetion of this house of God prove a 
blessing to the town, and the numerous 
adjacent villages, where there is an aw- 
ful destitution of the gospel. 

Mr. Peggs’s labours are extended to 
several of the neighbouring villages ; 
and it is encouraging to see that the 
word of the Lord does not return unto 
him yoid. Bae. 


NOTICES.* 

We regret to state, that the Rev. T. 
Price, of Devonshire Square, after a 
trial of his voice ou two Sabbath morn- 
ings, during the early part of last month, 
found himself incapable of concluding 
his second service ; and, in consequence, 
has been compelled to resign the pastoral 
office. We take this opportunity of cor- 
recting the erroneous impression which 
the report of this event in the Patriot 
newspaper may have made. It was not 
stated by his medical advisers that his 
voice was irrecoverably gone, so as to 
prevent his ever again engaging in con- 
tinuous public speaking; their recom- 
mendation simply was, that he should 
altogether abstain from such efforts for 
three or four years, hoping at the termi- 
nation of that period, that the organ 
would be sufficiently strengthened as to 
admit of a gradual return to such exer- 
cises. 


BAPTIST CHAPEL, CLAPHAM. 


We are happy to learn that a public 
meeting will be held, D.V.,in the above 
place, on the 3rd of January next, in 
consequence of a unanimous resolution 
of the church under the pastoral care of 
the Rev. John Edwards, to devise im- 
mediate measures for the enlargement of 
the said chapel, and appoint a Building 
Committee, &c. W.B. Gurney, Esq., 
has kindly engagedto take the chair. 

We understand the Trustees of the 
late Mr, Atkins, have fully authorized 
the undertaking; although it is ascer- 
tained that no partof the Trust property 
can legally be applied to that object. 


The Rey. Stephen Joshua Davis, of 
Weymouth, has accepted the invitatien 
of the church at Salter’s Hall Chapel, 
London, to become their pastor; and is 
expected to commence his labours on 
the first Sabbath in January, 
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